ageous ancestors for inspiring youth to heroism. Nation-
alism is above all a fountain head of heroism and ol brave
resolve. It gives a bea*en people hope. It gives them
resourcefulness and drives away apathy and cynicism and
sclfishness. It rouses them to co-operation and it Kkills
obstruction and the spirit that says “ No.” In the present
economic and social distress of Wales this inspiration is
just what we lack. That is why we are facing another
winter with no better provision than before and with no
better hope.

I am convinced, you see, that the impasse, we are in
to-day in Wales cannot be broken down by clever schemes
and expert plans and the inevitable passing of the so-called
“world depression.”  There can be no happy to-morrow
at all for Wales unless we can arouse owurselves to action,
to self-discipline, to a spirit of strong, manly independence
and to an ancestral pride.  What the Wales of to-day and
to-morrow nceds is a call to heroism. The heroic note has
not been heard in Welsh politics.  But it is the only note
that can save us now. And that is why T am a political
Nationalist—because nationalism is a call to action and co-
operation, because nationalism closes the gaps ol class and
imposes on rich and poor, on clerk and labourer, an ideal
that transcends and yet enriches the individual, the ideal of
nation and country. A wave of national revival in Wales
would enable us to come together and to organise our re-
sources. It would give us the courage and clear vision
necessary for our social reconstruction. It would give us
the will to master our circumstances.

T have warrant for what I say. These things have
happened in other countries.  We have recent examples in
Denmark, in Finland, and in Ireland.  And if this can be
bronght to be in Wales, not Wales alone will gain by it
We shall bring a new method and a new force to the life of
Great Britain, and England as well as Wales will benelit
from our vigour and from our new and better-founded
comradeship.  The free peoples ol Britain will  march
together in the trust and fellowship ol equality.

oD Davies & i, Prinders, B Fostinog
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T following ““ talk ”' was prepared at the request ol the
British Broadcasting Corporation, to be broadcast on
December 6, 1930. On December 4th, 1930, the author
was informed that his talk was not approved by the Head-
quarters of the Corporation and must not be givcr.l. An
official of the Corporation defended the official action by
saying that “the talk was calculated to inflame Welsh
national sympathics.”” The author fervently hopes that
its publication now as a pamphlet may have that effect.
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I snouLp like to begin by saying that in preparing this
talk T have had in mind chiefly those people in Wales who
are either not Welsh or not Welsh-speaking, and it is very
likely that a proportion of those people will have little idea.
what the word “mnational ” can mean in connection with
Wales.

Such people may perhaps connect the word at once with
money-begging on behalfl of some institution. Tor there
are occasions when worthy and respectable and eminently
“safe " and influential gentlemen have to take a ““ national
point of view "™ about Wales. TFor example, when the
President of the National Library of Wales wants money
to build another wing to that fine institution at Aberystwyth,
and when the President of the National Museum of Wales
wants money for the splendid building in Cathays Park
in Cardiff, then they don’t hesitate to appeal to something
that they call the ** Welsh nation.”  Or for another example
let me quote a few lines from the admirable appeal that Sir
Walford Davies made a short while back on behalfl ot the
National Orchestra of Wales.  Sir Walford said :—

The National Orchestra of Wales should become,
in fact and deed, a national institution, paid for and
administered by and on behall of the nation itself.

We want what every country must ultimate-
ly possess, the supreme joy of national musical
service to a point of real efficiency.

These are strong words, admirable words. Yet I don’t
suppose, that anyone who read them felt at all uneasy or
thonght that Sir Walford Davies, who wrote them, was a
dangerous extremist. We are accustomed to words like
that even from gentlemen in administrative positions and
responsible honorary positions whenever some good canse
or institution is in need ol support.
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CULTURAI NATIONALISM

The fact is, of course, that the National Library, National
Museum, National Orchestra, National Eisteddfod, National
Scheol of Medicine, National University, are all edueational
or cultural institutions, and in that sphere, we are most of
us now persuaded, it is quite correct and good form to talk
of a “Welsh nation.” Indeed, there have been English
politicians so charmed with this inoffensive and untrouble-
some Welsh way of being a nation that they have recom-
mended it as a model of political discretion to other and more
turbulent peoples and minorities.  In the sphere of culture,
eminent critics have said, there is evervthing to be said in
favour of nationality.

Now, T wish to make two points in criticism of this beliel
that nationality is healthy and inoffensive as long as it
remains limited to the fields of art and literature and general
culture. Tirstly, whether the idea be in the abstract right
or wrong, I submit that modern Welsh literature, provides
no argument in its favour. Certainly there has been since
the beginning of this century a remarkable literary revival
in Wales. But the men who made that renaissance, and
the men who sustain it to-day, have not been men content
with a purely cultural national consciousness. On  the
contrary, they have been inspired in their literary work to a
large extent by their faith in a broad general and political
renaissance in Wales, and if to-day and generally since the
war Welsh nationalism has begun to take a more definite
political colour, it is due to the impulsion of peets and
writers who have awakened a new generation to action.

This is my second point : if a nation that has lost its
political machinery becomes content to express its nation-
ality thenceforward only in the sphere of literature and the
arts, then that literature and those arts will very quickly
become provincial and unimportant, mere echces of the
ideas and artistic movements of the neighbouring and
dominant nation. This danger is real for Wales to-day.
Since the war the faith in the future of Wales, which had
given such an impulse to Welsh literature previously,
has almost exhausted itsell.  We have come to the moment
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when a conscious choice must be made.  The Welsh people
must decide whether the faith of the poets was well-founded
or not. I they decide that the literary revival shall not
broaden out into political 2nd cconomic life and into the
whole of Welsh life, then inevitably Welsh literature in
our generation will cease to be living and valuable. T do
not think the Welsh language will disappear rapidly even il
that should happen. But it will cease to be a langnage
worth cultivating.  Its literature will become  entirely
second-hand and fifth-rate. Believe me, there is something
worse and more tedious than the death of a language, and
that is its functionless survival.

THE NEW PARTY

Now it is just because some of us in this post-war period
have realised the futility of mere cultural nationalism that
a Welsh Nationalist political party has arisen in Wales
which aims at the establishment of a Dominion of Wales
within the British Commonwealth of Nations. IFor it
seems clear to us that a nation cannot, any more than an
individual, divide its life and activities into separate com-
partments with no communication beiween them.  Iven
the mere existence to-day of a distinct Welsh culture and of
national institutions of any kind implies that Wales had
once a political entity also, and whether we know it or not
we are the heirs of that past. You cannot artificially en-
courage the langnage and literature and arts of a people
and at the same time refuse them any economic and pol-
itical recognition. The thing isn't possible. Literature
and the arts are a function of social life, of political life,
that is to say. You cannot segregate them. If vou will
the exitence of a Welsh National Oichestra, National
Muscum, National Eisteddfed, university, literature, and
architecture, you are willing the existence of a Welsh
nation, and you are therefore willing a Welsh Government
and political machinery.  And it seems to me that the most
promising thing for the future of Wales that has happened
since the war is that the educated youth of this generation
has understood these things, and that the old-fashioned
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dilettante ““ language and literature " nationalism is dead.
To-day Welsh nationalists are realists.  They know that
nationalism is something political or else it is nothing at
all.

Of course, there are people who will argue that any sort
ol political nationalism is bad and dangerous. It is too
big a question for me to open in this talk. But I think it is
generally admitted by well-informed judges that it is now
Mutile to condemn nationalism. As Professor Lrnest Barker
says in the November number of the * Contemporary
Review,” to condemn nationalism in any European language
is to condemn the whole of Christian civilisation ; it is a
palpable self-contradiction. The modern world is com-
mitted to the principle of full recognition of equality be-
tween nations. And however much that may imply a
change in political arrangements, we shall show ourselves,
in Great Britain as everywhere else, unwise and unadapted
for progress if we cannot welcome the change and reorganise
[orit.

THI: GIFT OF VARIETY

In the modern world, the world of the League of Nations
and of Powers and Governments that have abjured wars of
aggression, the principle of nationalism must mean the
voluntary co-operation of free peoples, each group bringing
to the problem of general betterment not only the benefit
of its particular experience but also the advantage of its
separate and original outlook and genius, so that the variety
and historical richness of a host of nations may be at the
service of all.  Just as we say in any affair between in-
dividuals demanding perhaps some tact and savoir faire
that two heads are better than one, so also problems on
another scale may best be settled by accepting gladly the
gift that history brings us, a variety of groups with different
experiences and different modes of approaching problems.
In rejecting that gift and attempting to impose a uniformity
of outlook and experience we are really impoverishing
everybody all around and we are making life more diffi-
cult for everybody.
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May T give you an instance quite near at home? It is
impossible to talk about ““ Wales to-day and to-morrow "
and about Welsh nationalism without having very much in
mind the problem of unemployment and the position of the
Welsh mining industry. I am not going to discuss the
causes of the prolonged heart-breaking distress ; it is a dis-
tress we share with parts of England and of Scotland and
with some other countries also, though competent observers
agree that the disasters of South Wales have certain quite
distinct economic aspects and certain equally distinct social
and cultural consequences. The terrible thing is that we
secem to be in an impasse. There appears no way out.
The resources of political parties, the wit of industry, the
alleviative schemes of administiators, the entire present
political and economic machinery in short has failed to find
a way out. What is equally disturbing is the apathy, the
uninventive patience of South Wales itself, the [act that we
who live here wait and wait hoping for some god outside the
machine to step down and lift us away from our troubles.

“CALL TO HEROISM.”

Now what I wish to suggest to you is that in this crisis
in our affairs we ought surely not to drift on in despair,
hoping that chance may bring us either to unthought of
rescue or else to abrupt disastrous ending. If our present
machinery has broken down, let us look within ourselves
and see whether we may not discover some latent power
and richness that we have not yet tested or used. This
latent sense of Welsh nationhood, might it not be awakened
and roused to action ? If we realised the greatness of our
past, the grim will power that enabled the Welsh people
centuries gone by to maintain their unity and their traditions
in the face of relentless invasion over a period of hundreds
of years, if we realised the resilience of fathers and ancestors
in the face of adversity not less menacing that that which
confronts us to-day, might we not by such examples in
our past history find new inspiration to join together in a
general attack on the troubles of to-day ?  There is nothing
like the sense of belonging to a noble country and to cour-
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