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PREFACE,

Tuis essay attempts to outline the main festures of
nationalist policy in Wales. No writer on Welsh politics
can fail to be deeply aware of the gravity of the erisis in
the life of the Welsh nation, and in these pages T have
tried to convey some sense of the urgent and imperative
need for a Welsh Parliament. If the institution of a legis-
lature for Wales is delayed beyond the ending of American
economic assistance to Britain, the disintegration of Welsh
nationality may be hastened ealamitously, The burden of
this essay, therefore, is that self-government is an
immedinte and indispensable neecessity if Wales is to
survive as a nation.

The lectures given at the 1040 Summnier School of
Plaid Cymru proved a valuable stimulant to the writer,
which I have pleasure in acknowledging, They were given
by Dr. Gwenan Jones, Mr. Kitchener Davies, Mr, Emrys
Owen, Mr, Roy Lewis and Mr. J. Gwyn Griffiths, No one
who writes on Welsh nationalism can avoid a deep
obligation to Mr. Saunders Lewis, and many of his ideas
have found a place in this cssay, [ owe a heavy debt to
Dr. Noclle Davies and Dr. D. J. Davies, whose books
and pamphlets 1 have used without burdening the text
with acknowledgments in footnotes, and who generously
placed at my disposal their valuable notes on the economic
situation in Wales. Finally, I have to thank Dr, Pennar
Davies for his kindness in reading through the manuseript
and making many valuable suggestions,
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I.—PLAID CYMRU AND WALES.

Pramy Cymru, the only independent Welsh political
gy. is the movement of those who give Wales their

olitical loyalty, Its poliey is grounded in the fact
of Welsh nationality. For the Welsh nation it demands,
in the first instance as a moral right, the status of a free
nation.

For more than four centuries Wales has been incor-
porated in England. She is denied the elementary rights
of nationhood and, with neither Parliament nor Govern-
ment of her own, is at the mercy of actions and events
entirely outside her control, As a nation she has neither

the power effectively to protect and develop her life nor

the power, so essential to national communitics to-day,
to adapt herself to changes in economic and social cir-
cumstances which can be foreseen. The presence of
lhrrtﬁ'm: represcntatives in the imperial Parliament is
& palliative which does little to lessen her frustration.

In consequence the life of Wales is in grave jeapardy.
A nation cradled in the Roman Empire, a Celtic nation
which, of all the Celtic nations, has still the most vigorous
language and literature, a small nation of infinite pos-
sibilities—this nation is faced with extinetion, If Wales
continues much longer a part of England, historians
8 century hence will be able to chronicle the time of her

death.

Yet those most anxious for her future would be the
first to insist upon the tremendous potentialities which
still lie latent in her. Wales can live, and live with a full-
ness of life hitherlo unknown to her. Her salvation
depends upon this condition, that her people awaken to
a realisation of her desperate plight, to a vivid sense of
the value of the community which is being destroyed,
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and act as a nation with the urgency which this time of
supreme crisis in her history demands. The action, to be
effective, must be political. The work of cultural and
social movements for Wales is invaluable, but no such
movement ean be enough to save her.

Wales can survive only as a free nation. That freedom
can be won only by vigorous and determined political
action by the Welsh people.

In this conviction Plaid Cymru demands for Wales the
responsibility for developing her life through her own
democratic Parliament and Government. Wales must
achieve statehood. Possessed of this status, she can lay
firmer the foundations of social justice in her small
territory, and ensure that the national heritage be safe-

| enriched and made the possession of all
Welshmen.

The achievement of this status must be, and can only
be, the result of the efforts of the Welsh people themselves
in their national movement, The struggle itself has
a function of inmmense importance in awakening and
deepening Welsh consciousness, in bringing a closer
cohesion among the people and in strengthening the
national will to live. A nation enjoying & high degree of
cohesion alone can gather the finest fruits of self-
government. An indigenous Government does much to
produce this cohesion in providing a focus for the national
energies and aspirations and a rallying-point for the
creative forces of the nation. A Welsh Parliament and
Government would comypel Wel-hmen to think constantly
as Welshmen of the interests of their own eountry. The
solidarity neccssary to self-government is usually present
in n higher degree in small nations than in bhig countries,
and it can be so in a healthy Wales, but in her present
debilitated condition it is a vital function of the struggle
for freedom to create it.

In view of the condtion of Wales there is urgent need,
quite apart from political considerations, to strengthen the
nation's will to live. Wales is fighting for her existence,

PLAID CYMRU AND WALES, T

with no certainty that in another half-century there will
be more than disconnected pockets of Welsh Life and
ech surviving. When healthy nations face a threat to
life, even if it is their economic life alone which is
thmte:_wd, they sink internal differences and unite to
defend it. Those who stand outside the national struggle
are despised and frequently ostracised. The failure to
unite to safeguard the national community in Wales, and
to concentrate on the job until the peril is passed, is the
measure of the danger in which the nation stands.
It affords a just method of jm]?ing the value of the
essions of those whose most frequent words on the

e are “I am as good a Welshman as any, but,..”

The scene which afllicts the eyes of Welshmen is

vhicl o0 that
of the deep division of their people on issues which are
irrelevant to the national question. Most Welshmen give
their al]lt:gmncF to t.h::“e m%r other of the three English
Parties, to which lem of Wales is 1
i By P ales 15 a very minor

Differences in social and economic policy would not be
<80 detrimental, even in the presentpnritfrcﬂ'f poesiti;:,hif
the Parties were independent Welsh Parties which were
largely agreed upon self-government. Despite  their
differences, the welfare and freedom of Wales would be
the prime concern of such Parties. But it is not amongst
Wul,srh Parties that Welshmen are divided, but amongst
Parties whose membership is overwhelmingly English.
For them the fate of Wales is one of the least im]‘n::;tant
of questions. Sinee they are English in nationality and
g:upathy and instinct, they are also English in policy.

ne small reform concerning Wales may be added to
their programmes for the sake of Welsh votes, but their
mrrldl:ng CONCETT i; f:_}r Eng}anﬂ, her welfare and, even
more, her power and glory. t s true that, with an eye
to the * Celtic fringe,” England is often cafled * B:ilt:liE:T"’
but the life of the small nations on the fringe has
a negligible influence on the conscious thought or the
unconscious impulses of the masses or the leaders in the
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English Parties. Their normal attitude is one of im-
patience with those  narrow nationalists ** who are so
foolishly coneerned with the life of their own small
nations, and whase refusal to sacrifice them on the altar
of English well-being and prestige is so incomprehensible.

Tt is not surprising that, even inside Wales, the work
of these Parties should be charncterised by the complete
ahsence of a sense of urgency concerning the fate of Wales.
Have they ever heen known to onganise canipaigns,
publish literature and use their great resources to stir and
rally the people of this threatened nation 7 One searches
the pages of the history of the last half-century without
finding one such manifestation of & passionate concern for

Wales.

If it be sgreed that the salvation of Wales must be
accomplished by the Welsh people themselves, and that
the meost important work must be done in Wales amongst
the people, it surcly follows that the English Parties are
not the bodies to do the job. Their nature is such that
they can never reinvigorate the national life. The
tragedy is that Welshmen should have so long given
these essentially alicn bodies their support. Were there
o lkelihood of Welshmen acting politically as Welshmen
in their national Party or Parties, there would be more
than enough reason for despairing of the future of Wiles.

Plaid Cymru exists because some thousands of Welsh-
men have the courage of their conviction that Wales must
save herself by her own exertions, through her own
independent movement. These at least have resisted the
subtle temptation of thinking that the way to serve their
land is by influencing the English Parties from the inside.
Welshmen should beware of a course which keeps their
Welsh conscience inviolate without jeopardising their
political or professional carcer. The building of an
independent national movement is hound to be costly to
those engaged in it. Of necessity its members must
choose the political wilderness before social advancement
and honours. Plaid Cymru hopes that it is the nucleus of
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a great movement of a generation red to the
iee of freedom and justice for Wa.lfﬁa muvcmf:g racy

of the soil of Wales, which will be “a foree for life and

creativeness ' residing in the Welsh people.

No part qf nationalist poliey is of more vital imForlanm
than its insistence upon securing for Wales her due place
in the international order. Welsh nationalists have an
almost msntmhle interest in the life of other nations,
;nd‘ their desire to see Wales a free and self-respecting
nation amongst them is profound. This Welsh inter-
'nn.tl_nnahsm_. cannot find its natural expression, however,
until the rights of Welsh nationhood are acknowledged.
They will not be acknowledged until Welshmen respond
to the call of their nation. Their nation is Wales, Not
Britain. There is no British nation. There are three
nations on this island—FEngland, Scotland and Wales.
This elementary fact is remembered by Welshmen in an
Em'l:cdd:l'ud but overlooked in most political assemblies.
Unless it becomes the gm-eming factor in Welsh political
life the prospect for Wales is forbidding.

It is therefore all-important to drive home in Wales
a fact which is as natural to the citizens of most nations as
breathing, namely that a man’s firrt political allegiance
is due to his own nation, and not to a state dominated
another nation. When that fact is absorbed there will be
no room in Wales for English Parties any more than there
is in England to-day for French or Spanish Parties.
It has been argued that since the task of national
regeneration Jies inside Wales herself no movement whose
membership and inspiration are for the most part outside
Wales can accomplish it. No Moscow or London-centred
Party can regenerate Wales. This is a task for a move-

ment grounded in the history and culture of the Welsh
nation,

The measure of self-government which Wales attai
will depend directly upon the strength of the ua:?:nlzla
movement, If its strength is negligible no attempt at all
will be made to establish the institutions of self-govern-
ment. The English Government has uever granted
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nations more autonomy than it has felt compelled to give,
Long and wide experience of national movements through
the Empire has given the London Government a healthy
respect for them. It knows well when it is time to :fmhl
to national demands, and when they can be resisted
with impunity. It knows that it can afford to ignore with
contempt the importunity of Welshmen who, while
dem.am:ﬁng self-government for their country. show the
true measure of their determination to achieve it by
remaining quietly in one or other of the English Parties.
Welsh allegiance to the present Labour, Liberal or Tory
Parties is equivalent to an assurance that the Govern-
ment of the day has nothing to fear from Wales, and that
it need not, therefore, grant her demands. Self-govern-
ment will be attained when the imperial Government
feels that it can no longer safely withhold it. That
depends upon the strength of the national movement.

11.—THE PLACE OF THE NATION.

Tue policy of Welsh nationalism is hest understood as
a natural development of the view of man as a person
so decply rmt-:f.'lpin society that his well-being is inex-
tricably bound up with the society to which he belongs.
Nationalists are concerned with the whole man, not with
some one aspect of his life, Man is neither economic man
not political man, however important economics and
politics may be to him. He 15 a member of many

pings, all of which contribute to the enriching of
%E:uperﬁonnlity. His work, und the socicties connected
with his work, are of the greatest importance to him ;
but so too are family, neighbourhood and church, eultural
and recreational societies. These communities cohere in the
nation, which through her language, traditions, culture
and history, safeguards the values of the past and transmits
them to the future. The nation is a commumty of
communities.
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Man's complex personality is spun into the warp and
woof of society, and he cannot be torn out of the society
in which he was nurtured without causing him grave
injury. Equally true is the corollary, that to injure
gociety is to injure its members.

There is thus an organic relationship between man and
his nation which cannot be severed without violence to
both. When the English Government forced the transfer
af 500,000 _ﬂ'e]shmj:n from Wales to England in the inter-
war years it did im?mble damage both to Wales and to
the persons uprooted.

Welsh nationalists aver that the fundamental reality in
gociety is the human person, and they ask: In what
kind of society can he most fully realise his potentialities ¥
Centralists of all political persuasions start from s different
premise. Looking at society as an aggregate of individuals
they ask : How can this entity be run most efficiently ?

The one places his emphasis on building up from the
local community, the other upon planning from the
centre. The one, regarding responsibility as a condition
of moral growth, would distribute it widely among the
groups and individuals of society ; the other would tend
to concentrate as much as possible in a few hands on the
erroncous assumption that such concentration is more
efficient. The one would have the greatest possible
variety of industry in each region, to ensure both stability
and a wide choice of oceupation ; the other would see in
this a lessening of the efliciency of big industrial units.
The one would develop the agricultural potential of the
country to its fullest extent ; the other would incline to
think it more efficient to buy cheaply from abread. The
one would give priority to the needs of the spiritual life
of the community, the other to its material efficiency.

These and many other differences of emphasis spring
from a difference in fundamental premises. Nationalists
are whole-hearted decentralists because the fundamental
reality for them is not the efficiency or the power or the
glory of the State, but the human person, His well-being
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depends at least as much upon the quality of life in his
society as upon its materiul standarts. Apart from the
manifold societies to which be belongs in maturity, there
are two into which he is born, the family and the nation.
These have an importance in the ordering of human life
which cannot exaggerated. The late Archbishop Temple

gtated the matter i this way :

“ The family is so deeply grounded in nature and
the nation in history that anyone who believes in
God as Creator and as Providence is bound to
regard both as part of the divine slan for human
life. . . . Any org:ﬁng of society which impairs or
destroys the stability of the family stands com-
demned on that account alone ; and any ordering
of international life which obliterates the freedom of
the several nations to develop their own cultural
traditions is also condemned. The aim within the
nation must be to create @ harmony of stable and
cconomieally secure family units; the aim in the
world as & whole must be to create a harmony of
spiritually independent nations which recognise one
another as reciprocally supplementary parts of
a rich harmonious fellowship.”

This expresses clearly the attitude of Welsh nationalists.

There are therefore two aspects to the importance of
national community. One is the contribution which its
rich pattern of life makes to the individual person. The
other is its contribution to human civilisation. The
language and culture, the institutions, traditions and
history of the nations are the foundation of Furopean
civilisation, the hope and stay of democracy and the
most powerful ally of the Christian Chureh. Let the
national life of Wales be destroyed, as it is to-day being
destroyed, and the loss will be felt not only by Welsh-
men; one of the springs which guicken civilisation,
democracy and Christendom will have dried,
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The great French socialist, Jean Jaurds more
than the truth when he said : * Destroy 'tlﬁm::ti]:r‘;\ and
will sink back into barbarism.” For the nations is
to-day our greatest medium for the transmission of
human values from generation to peneration. When it
disintegrates community becomes o rootless mass, un-
resisting before the onrush of the barbarism of Hn]i}w;fnod,

No man wrote with more insi i

; : t ight into th
function of nationality than Jean Jnur?}s. ¥
has a powerful contemporary challenge for us.

er and
i3 thought

“Nations are organic unities,” h iy
some of the characteristics of ,the g&i?izll::ll'amai:
deeply imprinted upon individuals that the destrue-
tion of the nation would be the destruetion of individ-
ualism. If France were to be violated tomorrow
and arrested in her development ; if she were no
longer to be able to give expression to the inherent
nature of her genius 3 if she were unable to transmit
to her sons the trensures of her language and litera-
ture . . then there would not only he the oppression
or dispersion of a great collective existence, there
would be a diminution of vitality, a aynhn;lngiul
impoverishment, an intellectual dcr:Eue and an
organic suffering in individuals—in all the indi-
viduals who participated in that collective existenee
and who found in it the substance and exaltation
of thm; lives. And the French working elass would
suffer just as eruelly, just as deeply as every other
-:las? t would even lose more than any other class
for it would lose a decisive means of ema.ncipntimil
E}vm if the conquering nations were to institute
Communism in the conquered country, even if it
were to abolish capitalist tyranny, it would mean
for the working class, thus liberated and violated at
the same time, an intolerable suffering, feeling itself
enslaved in the very nature of its apparent economie
vietory and unable to taste under the new order of
justice the liberty and joy of its own genius
Therefore everything which tends to-day to wcnke:;
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the autonomy of nations, their historic :\;ﬁmnhﬁy
and their spontaneous development, | com-
promise the organic nature of the great unity, the
t unity of humanity which is to come, It must
e in the form of a free federation of antonomous
and fraternal nations that humanity will achieve
true unity of life, And if the workers have no
country, as the Communist Manifesto summarily
asserts, then the workers have no share in

humanity,

When will our generation of state-socialists, who have
forgotten how tcE think as Welshmen, recapture the
vision which inspired and ennobled the work of Jean
Jaurés and Keir Hardie ? Jaurds knew as well as any
that nationality, which could be such a power for good,
could also be a power for evil if its dynamic were Inis-
directed, Misguided it can be, but this is no more reason
for vilifying it than are the evils to which marriage
gometimes gives rise a good reason for vilifying and
abandoning the institution of marriage. Nationality is in
any case a fact ; it cannot be ignored or wished away.
It has conferred immense benefits on men, but we m‘mt‘
always be vigilant lest it be t}hused. The nation exists
for man, not man for the nation. There is & moral hm:
above all nations and all States. “The people who try
to make the nation into some monstmur;:dn! that has
a right to the sacrifice of the innocent,” said Jaurés,
“are working for its destruction.” It is in the highest
degree improbable that this can happen in A small
community like Wales. The temptation is strongest in
the great nations which glory in their mt!nﬁlry power,
It is they who sing * Dentschland Uber Alles,”" or—

* Wi till, vet wider, may thy bounds be set;
Eﬂﬁi‘?ﬂ]rﬁdn thee mighty, make thee mightier yet.

A - , . s ble.
+ is the kind of disease to which society is suscephi

Nai{li:m? communities are the cells which compose the
body of humanity. If there is ill-health in t cells,
mankind suffers. The organic relationship which exists
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stween the person and the nation persists between the
pation and the greater society. * Nations,” said Mazzini,
ware the workshops of mankind.” Their position is
gentral. Only upon a healthy national life ean a stable
and enduring international order be based. The nation is
the fundamental reality here just as the individual person
is inside the national community. Respect for the rights
of nationality is a condition of attaining a just and peaceful
world order. It has been well said that the Great Powers
will not be secure until the small nations are secure, The
measure of security and freedom the lalter enjoy is a fair
test of the pretensions of the architects of international

An organic conception of society implics, therefore,
that the nation must be an organism in its own right.
This is at odds with the centralist policy of the day,
which is the fruit of a mechanical econception which
repards society as material which ean be cut and planned
as o tailor cuts and plans a suit of clothes. Dut it
corresponds to the needs of the time, which demand,
together with an ever closer international co-operation,
the utmost possible decentralisation. Modern technical
developments are bringing this about to some extent
whether we wish it or not, by making possible the
balanced development, not only of national territories,
but cven of smaller regions, “ench a separate onganic
body with an independently-functioning heart.,” A more
intimate and fruitful co-operation is possible between such
decentralised, balanced communities than between huge,
centralised power-hlocs,

Many evils crowd upon the heels of centralism; the

dangers of totalitarianism and militarism are never far

away, These may incline the ears of men, otherwise
unsympathetic, to heed the ease for responsible
nationalism presented by Plaid Cymru.

It follows from what has been said that if one’s first
poncern in politics is the welfare of the individual person—
the whole person—one will attach great importance to
the richness and the stability of social life. One will



16 PLATD CYMRU AND WALES,

recognise that there is nothing more vicious in the modern
power-state than its uprooting of men and women from
their society, from their nation, their m:-:ghhuurhmd,
their language and culture, traditions and history. Wales
has suffered far more than her share of this. Community
is the fruit of slow growth. The community of Wales
has been centuries, millennia, in the making, though it
can be destroyed in a generation. The State exists to
protect and foster commmunity, and its actions should
always be governed by this concern. Fven the warmest
advocates of English’ Government could not maintain
that its actions are motivated by such a concern for
Wales. Indeed, it sometimes appears so brutally uncon-
cerned for the effects of its actions on the life of Wales
that it lays itself open to the suspicion that it wonld not
regret the disintegration of the Welsh nation.

Even were the English Government, in all its measures,
to show an anxious concern for the welfare of the Welsh
nation, the case for self-government would remain, for,
in Campbell-Bannerman's phrase, “ Good government is
no substitute for self-government.” But in fact it usually
ignores the existence of the Welsh nation, with dire
consequences to Wales.

It may be said that Welshmen as individuals are as
free as Englishmen. But they are not merely individuals ;
they are persons, members of a society, the Welsh nation,
which is not free, Sinee person and nation are bound to
each other in an orpanic whole, the unfreedom of the
nation is reflected in the lives of its members. Welshmen
cannct be as free as Englishmen until the Welsh nation
is as free as the English nation. Freedom for Wales
means freedom to realise her possibilities as a Welsh
community ; freedom for the Welshman means freedom
to realise his possibilities as & Welshman in a free Welsh
society. Freedom for the nation is a condition of freedom
for the individual person.
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III.—WHAT IS HAPPENING TO WALES.

Tre forces which are destroying Wales to-day are far
the most formidable combination known to her long
. It was a sullicient task for her to adjust hersell

to the tremendous changes which followed the industrinl
revolution and the development of the machine, These
alone were enough to change the mode of living in most
of the country, and their coming saw the disappearance
of much of the stable teaditional life in which, for the
majority, the parish was the world, One important
consequence of the new industrialism was the crowth,
re-distribution and change of population. The population
of Wales in the Nineteenth Century was quadrupled ;
it was pathered in great urban agelomerations : and it
was changed by the influx of large numbers of English
i le. By 1011, almost a sixth of the population was of
miish birth ; there were 338,288 English people living
in Wales in a population of 2,420,921, To-day, the
majority of these immigrants, or their descendants, are

proud to call themselves Welshmen ;. and sinee eommon

membership of the Welsh community rather than
age or descent is the test of nationality in Wales,
pationalists are proud Lo know them as fellow-Welshmen,
Wales has no finer patriots than some who have no
knowledge of the national tongue, whereas many who
k the language think they thereby fulfil their daty to
ales ; Welshmen who * hide behind the language ' are
unfortunately a common phenomenon in our land.

The extent of immigration inevitably weakened the
position of the language in the industrial areas, and did
80 the more easily because Welsh speech was already
receding in some of the parts most alfected. At the same
time the potent influence of the educational system made
for the anglicisation of the younger generation, while the

wer of the nonconformist chapels, which had been the

‘backbone of the life and language of Wales during the
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Nineteenth Century was slowly waning, The frst world
war and conscription shook an alrendy weakened com-
munity to its roots. Then came the immense development
of the {wpuiar press, wireless broadeasting, and, most
powerful of all these makers of the mass-mind, the cinema,
Above all, the power of the State increased so greatly
that no corner of the land and no person was immune
from its influence.

These great forces struck a country which Incked the
institutions of a free nation. Were Wales strong, heslthy
and free, cach development could have enriched her life,
Tut she was already weakened, and the State which
chould have been her strongest defence was the most
powerful of the destructive agencies, The growth of
this great Leviathan has been so phenomenal that its
surest way of destroying Wales is to ignore her existence.

Countries smaller than Wales have their universities
and schools which are truly national in language and
learning, their own broadeasting corporations, their
national theatre and opera, and even their own cinema.
Wales is expected to survive without these necessities,
Her language is denied even the dignity of official status
in her own territory. Although no nation has cver
succeeded in doing so, Wales is expected to maintain and
revive her language and life by purely cultural move-
ments. There are many examples in Europe of nations
saving their nationsl language from disappearance when
faced with extinetion, and re-establishing it as the
language of their country ; but without exception their
success accompanied a political effort to achieve full
nationhood which stirred the nation to its depths. Since
the life of a national community is an organic unity it is
vain to imagine that its cultural life ean be preserved
healthy and intact in a compartment scparate from the
other aspects of its life,
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The extent of the disintegration in national life ean he
measured by the recession of the language. The following
percentages of Welsh speakers were given in the Census

of 1901, which was after all in the 20th and not the
15th Century :

Brecknock R.D.... @2 o) Buflth R.D. 581
Crickhowell e B OL Yatrudfellte 85 %,
Lianidloes 55§95 Llanfyllin THEY,
ﬁmmlru a au!'f{, Kidwelly B3 %,
nideilo 8T Llandoy B4 o
Lilanelly H2 a7 .'!-lm'.lg'n'l.--ﬂ-r #0 'fE
Conway BO 9 Liandudno 50 %)
Holly well T0 95 Prestatyn a2 o

~ Mal e BT O Rhyl 504 %,
. Llangollen 7L %% Huthin e BARY
Aberdare 71 © Maesteg s OTRCOE
Merthyr Twdiil .511'?2 Margam n2 0
439, Gelligaer R.TD. Ty

Neath R.D, '.',-sinﬁ Bed ::'rulhy :5%:':

r e BHRGG Rhymney we GO B

. A comparison of the position revealed by these fizures
with the number of children in these districts who to-day
speak Welsh—the only fair comparison—will show
& catastrophic decline, In the Rhondda, for instance,
not one child in a hundred speaks the language. No
eounty in Wales has escaped the process of anglicisation
thed, but in some areas, including the most populous,
ravages have been furious. Glamorgan had 344,802
Welsh speakers in 1901, being an increase of 28,821 over
1891, It was said at the end of the 19th Century that
two-thirds of the members of the Monmouthshire County
Council were Welsh-speaking, and when Lord Tredegar
was appointed Vice-Chairman of the Council he was
ed and seconded in Welsh. Taking Wales as
& whole, the majority of the people spoke Welsh, and the
number of Welsh speakers showed an actual inerease of
8%, over 1891, These simple facts show how great the
deterioration has been since then,

. The language of Wales is her greatest treasure.
“A people without a language of its own,” said Thomas
vis, * is only half & nation. A nation should guard its
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than its territories—'tis a surer barrier,
and more important frontier than fortress or river. . .
To lose your native tongue, and learn that of an alien,
is the worst badge of conquest—it is the chain on the
soul. To have lost entirely the national language is
death : the fetter has worn through.”” Bitter experience
in Wales has taught us how true that is. We know well
the spiritual deeay and impoverishment that follows the
decay and loss of the language, and the stimulus that
follows its recapture, Language is so much more than
a medium of expression ; more than any other factor it
unites the generations, cements the national community,
and gives it its distinct character. Where the language
of Wales is spoken the Welsh way of life is a mare living
reality than in the parts it has left, and as long as it is
spoken there exists a vehicle designed to express the
genius of the land.

language more

There are those who despair of the future of the language
They are not to be found among the nationalists, who
know that the Welsh tongue ean again become the
language of Wales for all purposes. Its position has
deteriornted, but not beyond recovery, When Welshmen
have learnt to think and live as Welshmen the day will
not be far distant when their national language will be
spoken through the length and breadth of Wales., Tt will
then be unthinkable for them to rear their ehildren
without & full knowledge of the language of their country.
They will insist on their edueation making them Ffully
heirs of the great heritage of their nation. lHow arc they
to be stirred to think and aet as Welshmen ? Ry striving
together in a mighty effort to achieve full nationhood and
to build in Wales a free community which will contribute
richly to the common treasury because it is true to

itself,
kB B ¥ ¥

When we turn our attention to the eeonomic and
political aspects of Welsh life we discover a situation
which must infuriate one who cares for justice. The
London Government inherited in Wales a land of rich
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natural resources which could have been, with
; government, the homeland of one of Tla::mriii
fe nate nations in the world. During the last genera-
tion, however, this richly blessed land has been one of
the world’s unhappiest and worst governed, notorious for
its unemployment and misery, for the squandering of its
material wealth and the callous draining of its youth, by
the hundred thousand, away from its villages and towns
While other smaller and r nations were making with
inereasing success a valiant effort to build prosperous
national economies, each year saw Wales more miserable
and more demoralised. Defenders of English Government
hve sought to attribute this solely to an economic
depression which was world-wide in its effects. This is
far too facile an explanation. No one will deny that the
depression was the immediate cause, but why should its
i:npar:tl on Wales cause so much miore havoe than in other
countries ¥ The answer is to be found in chronic con-
dition of ill-health in Wales herself. Her spiritﬁu.l
gml and economic weakness was such that a virulent
oression could not fail to prostrate her. Ineapable of
acting as a nation, she had been kept, as colontal terri-
innum I are, dependent upon a few extractive industries
erly at the mercy of events outside her control with
no power of initiative, and no power of adapting herself
:.d frec communities can do, to changed conditions. She
so far forgotten how to act for herself politically and
economically that she could do no more than send men
to crawl the corridors of Whitehall with pathetic pleas to
thlmr governors to remember her wretchedness. The
E.lkuerﬁr that drives nations to rebellion made hcr-urj
ﬂhf a frightened cur, and the one act of heroism tﬂﬁi
lluminated the scene at Penvberth, in September, 1936
&'ﬂd how deep the shadows were. In one n:qu;ct the
ernment was only too ready to oblige. If there wa
no work for the people in Wales, it would move the pe I:
from Wales, The trains from Wales were r:rammmﬁ. :fli]t]
emigrants, the greater number of them under thirty yca.n:
of age, products of the Schools and Churches of eve
part of our land, five hundred thousand of them, mkﬁ
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for Birmingham and Coventry and Slough and Dagenham,
and all the other flourishing industrial centres in the
Midlands and South of England, where the factories were. |
1f it had been designed deliberately for the destruction of
Wales this policy of transference could mot have been
more effective. 1t was in no way inevitable. Had Wales
retained the power to act as a nation, and had she the
institutions of a free nation. she would never have known
the paralysing misery which all but destroyed her. As it
was, she starved like the blind horse, kuee deep in a field

of eorn.

Through those dark years governments rose and fell,
but the misery in Wales went on. There was & Labour
Government in 1924, followed by a Conservative Govern-
ment ; ancther Labour Government in 1629, and a
Coalition Government in 1981, It made no difference to
Wales. They were all English Governments.

about the famine of 1845 is apposite
“ Providence,” they say, *sent the
otato blight but England made the famine.' So in
Vales, it was the unholy alliance between economic
depression and misgovernment which made the havoc.

&2

The Irish saying
in this context,

Nationslists have been criticised for being too agitated
by the degree of unemployment in Wales. © Tt was just
as bad in Jarrow ™ —so the usual counter argument gocs.
Certainly it was as bad in Jarrow. But if the English
Government allows an English town to get into that state,
it does not justify or excuse its neglect of Wales. In Wales
there were a score of Jarrows. Ours was not a case of
intense unemployment in one or two depressed pockets.
The whole of Wales was depressed. The Counties which
in 1983, in the depth of the depression, showed the
heaviest unemployment were Drecon and Anglesey, with
50.7% snd 45.7% of their insured workers unemploy
respectively 3 87.7% were unemployed in Cardiganshire.

The rural parts, which are the backbone of the Welsh
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ﬁmk::te throughout the previous half centurv, and its
effects }:c, g0 severe that, ite their high birth-rate
e el rudrai Counties (Pembroke, Cardigan, Radnor,
B e 5 T Y s
i . y W =

E tﬂhl‘(,'n:'nunt:,r showed a positive increase. IE::'E;;? :hr{
wars wn:kﬁaddg: continued unabated. The number of
s ol ;1;: lined by nearly a third in fifteen years
between 1921 and 1930 from 65,13 to 47,763. The effect
8 i h“unnmu: recession on the strength and praspecés
i bogus e and culture of Wales, which are strongest
’ i [}iﬂmkmg rural areas, is too obvious to need
_mh- s ades of a vigorous agricultural polic
framied it Welsh conditions will be required to A
the injury which has been done. e

_ The same period saw the
BEAne r unchecked i
ﬁ u:ew few industries in rural Wulc?h'ﬁmof;;ﬁlfi
s “h.tr}? h:'hn:h is based on the natural resources of the
ol § now almost reached the po'nt of extinction.
ntlrm.g._ g the 1930's alone the number of waollen textile
mhatnn:a in Wales was halved. By 1039 no more than
. g;r;}z:ﬂ were Ean]ayed_ in the whole industry, and of
! ries that remained, two-thirds employed less
imhti ?m persons each. To-day the end of the industry
i ng hastened by nweans of a 66°/; 9 purchase ta
oil some of its most important prnduntss. : e

In 1€18 the coal indust
ry emploved 249,08 :
[ﬁ; :gfa'? ttf:gr;u;;ﬁer émd fallen by };1 op to li?él ‘Il}:;m::r;i

: 870, S0 too in the iron, steel and tin
industries. The share of South Wales i e oaal Bt
- T Wales in the t iti

&l’fuI output “ fell sharply almost without a t?re.:?’I' lél[::}lsh
e fifteen ylenrﬁ preceding the second world war, nnd?ﬁ
1838 unemployment in the tinplate industry was as high

cd 88 53%,. During the 1930-45 war the future of the industry

cl'::‘ nw::m!ly endangered by the Government’s policy of
£ mgd Velsh tin works and removing the workers to
England, and of transferring the Welsh tin markets to

way of life, lost a bigger proportion of their population the U.S.A. under the Lend-lease agreements. S
- ments. Since the

than the

industrial areas. The exodus had indeed been tinplate industry is a most imp ot -
ortant customer of the
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Welsh coal, iron and steel industries, they too have becn Report says, “ substantially unrelieved ™ until well into
adversely affected by its vicissitudes. bmnr'lnrly. the the war. Searcely anything mitigates the grimness of the
Government's war-time policy of closing Welsh slate picture. E\.’E:I:t the Treforest Trading Estate was little
quarrics and transferring the workers to England reduced S8 more than a picce of window.-dressing, giving employment
employment in the slate industry from 8,840 1988 to | to a thousand persons, less than were thrown out of
5,000 in 1944, 1 ﬁlﬁ']“}’mﬁ% ht!r' the closing of the Cymmer Colliery. The
K b 0 o i 1
As the major industries declined so, inevitably, did the [ERREETEEY ut generation is the most eloquent testimony

- to the need of self-government for our nation,

puinor and ancillary industries which make up the com-

plex structure of modern community life, such as building, ' UndE}' the leadership of h‘!n Saunders Lewis, Plaid
shop-keeping, catering and transport. By 1086, for - Cynaru in those years urged, with all its slender resources,
example, three out of every four workers in the building = & policy of self-help, of co-operation among the local
trade were unemploved as against two out of four for - authorities, of the creation of secondary industries manu-
the United Kingdom as a whole. facturing in the first place for the home market. Its

e : Pl . policy found support in unexpected quarters.
The Government intensified the economic distress not roment & pnlmted Mr. !-ia.lt?:lcm Sfeqwartﬂfu CEII:::

only negatively through its indifference and neglect, but Bissioner for Special Areas, and in his 3 on
positively through the adoption of policies “"lilch&_ whillﬁ Y can sas but ome “"*m“}_ o and it b mm;te A ngnl
sometimes benefieial to English areas, were directi Riiind or ded yrodustion, . The foundation of the

iniurious to the interests of Wales. There ir no more 88 aliid Yios i Cho fhot thak & 1 :
.ﬂti-]king example of this than the history of the Welsh .Eigtprnh]n Sonsiiation wikh a ;;it_:c :rf]?s B;Lﬁi::gre ;0?;
coal industry during these years, much of which is given B ey Have in their own hands a lever. which an ®
in the Report of the Welsh Reconstruction Advisory BRbiiicad b0 create'n matket for booully producid zoods

Council. Among the succession of Government acts €on- = Jp4hece areas there is too little of the spirit e

huting to its ruin were the substitution of oil for coal NS 3 f
:::.I ;Léni'm-v ;b the trade agreements such as those of effort, and too much tendency to consider that the

. . flltuﬂ: ﬁr tl - 1 k. m
1983 and 1084 with the Scandinavian and Baltic e areas is a matter for the Government.

countries, which benefited English coalficlds at the Unfortunately these fine words were not followed by
expense of Wales; the prematurc return to the Gold = action, and the Reconstruction Council felt obliged to
Standard in 1025 : the diserimination apainst steam express its enticism in no uncertain terms of * the
wagons in the Road Traffic Acts of 1030 and 1984 ; the inadequacy of authority and timidity of action that
W eponamic wars ' with Ireland and Italy which pl}llt characterised the office of “ Commiissioner for Special
Welsh coal out of its traditional murkets. The position  Areas.” Were nationality in Wales vigorous and healthy,
was further worsened during the last war by the Lovern- there would have been a great response to the nationalist
ment's policy of limiting the number of miners to bhe  effort to arouse the * spirit of self-reliance and effort ™
employed in Wales and transferring Welsh miners to the  for which Malcom Stewart pleaded, but the period marks
Midlunds of England. the nadir of Welsh nationhood.

In twenty vears the economie depression and Govern- The Report of the Advisory Reconstruction Council,
ment action and inaction between them produced in whmh_ had declared bluntly that much of the bitter
Wales a state of affairs which will always be r:Emen'EbEl'Eﬁ experience of Wales must be attributed to “ deliberate
with shame. It lasted, as the Reconstruction Committee’'s  acts of State policy,” gave some hope that the position



of Wales would be so improved after the war that a
recurrence of the agony of the inter-war years would be
unthinkable. It assumed that the Government * would
act upon the principle of decentralisation and devolve v
large powers upon regional bodies.” * Oaly thus,” it said,
“can be avoided the past difficulties of administration by

ns well intentioned and well qualified but wholly out
of touch with the daily life and problems of Wales and
with its resources and potentinlities.”” This new Welsh
regional economie planning authority, said the Report,
“ must be organised along lines that are at once flexible
and powerful.” It must be allowed “in very large
measure to decide its own destiny,” and finally, in its

for Wales, “It must treat the Welsh Region as
a whole.”” Later, as we shall see, the new English Govern-
ment rejected summarily the whole thought underlying
Advisory Committee’s Report, and Welsh Parliamentary
representatives were too tied to their English Parties to
make a fight for it. It was a time of optimism. Even
cautious Labour leaders, such as Mr. H. T. Edwards,,
came out at this time with fiery calls for a Welsh Par-
lisment and a separation from the English Labour Party.
Woe to those whose hoped were raised. Within two
years a new Labour Government had relegated the
Advisory Committee’'s Report to a dusty shelf, and made
it elear that it would not allow Wales to be developed
&% Bn economic entity. Within two more wvears Mr.
H. T. Edwards had forgotten the trumpet calls of 1044,
and suffered himself to be elevated to the chair of yet
another Advisory Committee.
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After the war fortune so far favoured the new English
Government that its refusal to undertake s radical
reconstruction of Welsh economic life bare no ill conse-
uences comparable in extent to those which afllicted
c\l’ﬁﬁﬂ before the war. With both a flourishing seller’s
market and American aid to assist it, there was no
difficulty in maintaining full employment. But even in
this post-war boom, Wales has not known what it is to be
without unemplovment. Throughout this period the per-
cen of workless in Wales has been four times as
heavy as in England.
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~ Nevertheless, there has been an unaccustomed measure
of prosperity which has deceived many into thinking that

~ the Welsh economic problem is solved, and that, to Mr.

~ James Griffiths and many of his fellow-socialists, that is
‘equivalent to a complete solution of all the problems
facing Wales. Plaid Cymru has tried to hammer home
‘the truth of the position, that the improvement is but
temporary, that the boom is bound to break, and that,

~ despite the veneer of new light industries, no radieal
structural improvement has been made in Welsh econonty
- which will enable Wales to ride the storm ahead. Our
yessel is facing a perilous voyage, and is as unsafe as the
notorious coffin-ships of a bygone age.

Nothing has been done to ensure that the terrible
~ experience of the inter-war years will not be suffered
again in Wales, What has happened once can happen
again, and it will happen again unless we act decisi
a5 a nation. Wales remains to-day as wvulnerable in the
face of the gathering storm as she was in 1928, It could
be pleaded in extenuation of those then in authority that
they had no idea of what lay ahead of them. There can be
no such excuse for us, We have been through it once,
and the storm signals are already up. The attitude of
‘the present Government is to refuse to allow Wales to be
governed as an entity, to deny her all power of initiative,
to withhold from her all national respomsibility. The
people of Wales must make it clear to the Government
that if it persists in this attitude it is keeping from them
thci_i* m:il},r chance of survival, It is condemning a nation
- to death

The London Government may be acting in ignorance of
the effects of its policy on Wales. It has its Welsh
advisers, but we know how thoroughly assimilated they
have been by English thought and society. They
naturally approach all problems, including those of Wales,
from the English stamﬁmint. We must demand that the
future of Wales be considered from the Welsh point of
view. Once we do that we are compelled to the conclusion
that self-government for Wales is not only a moral right
but an economic necessity.
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Welsh nationalists, because they think as Welshmen,
are sometimes called anti-English. That is an entirely
wrong judgenment. They are pro-Welsh, and, since Wales
is a part of En.flundf they have inevitably much that is
severely critical to say of English Government in its
relation to Wales, but they are inspired by no animosity
towards the English people, with whom they desire to
live, and must live, in cordial friendship. There will be
no lessening of friendly intercourse between the two

les when Wales is free ; they must always be inter-
dependent. The Danes stood in o not dissimilar relation-
ship to Germany in the last century, and the words of
their great leader, Grundtvig, are apposite in our position
to-day :
“When we Danes strive to make ourselves as

independent of Germany as possible, it is not in |
order to avoid all dependence, but only that =

dependence which experience has shown cannot be
reconciled with our independent existence and
natural development,™

The continued * independent existence of the Welsh
nation depends, as does her natural development, upon
the institution of a Welsh Parliament. By making active
co-operation between Wales and England and other
nations a possibility, this will foster a healthy inter-
dependence.

A closer look at the contemporary situation will hrlf us.
We see in Wales a small country to which nature at least
has been kind, endowing her with resources which should be
adequate to maintain her people at a reasonable standard
of life. A beautiful country—no small advantage this—
she is well placed geographically, with a long coastline
and good ports which enable her to make the most of
this advantage. Her climate is equable, neither freczing
her coasts by winter nor burning her fields by summer.
Her people are active and intelligent, and have a great
reservoir of power in their long national history and rich
eulture. She has varied agricultural resources, which have
yet to be developed, plentiful water supplies and rich
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mineral deposits. Few comparable territories in the
Id have such natural wealth and are so well placed
develop it. What would Denmark not have made of
resources of Wales if she could have exchanged them
the natural poverty of her own land, which has been
= l':ted as a country " practically devoid of natural
es.”  Wales is far richer in natural resources than

small countries whose accomplish ts to-da
er to shame, e i s

- !
o] It is the misfortune of Wales that no full and balanced

{ Eﬁt]ﬂimr:t of her resources has ever been atté

which should be the foundation of h
e, 2o ol
ind the sc

vides work for only 9% of her ilation
mes of development evolved by Sir George
pledon and his colleagues, still wait to be implemented.
number employed in the coal, iron and steel indus-
is still high—as many as 859, of the insured workers.
But we are being warned that * eoal no longer sells itself ** ;
many traditional markets have been lost, and the
a5 well as the collieries of South Wales will be increasingly
‘affected by the turn-over of ships from coal to oil. This
;:;h the time chosen h{ the N.C.B. to pursue a policy of pit
.’de'ure which may bring ruin to many neighbourhoods,
- Of really constructive development we hear little, Wales
 should now be the home of a growing host of secondary
and by-product industries based upon coal. It is a grave
disservice to Wales to turn a deaf ear to the Recon-
struction Committee’s plea for a new attitude towards
coal in Wales as & raw material which offers tremendous
 seope for the production of oil and plastics and a hundred
other products. Were coal regarded in this way, it would
not be necessary to dstroy the beauty of Welsh mountain
scenery for the production of cleetricity, If a quarter
of a million tons of coal annually will produce the elec-
tricity that all the hydro-electric schemes in North Wales
~ean produce, surely it is to be preferred, not only as
:fegu”?vrddljng t::le n;}ujal ;)Enutpv of the North, but also
i iding the kind of steadvy ma
- which is most to be desired, ’ i
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The future of the steel industry is even more proh.
Jematic. An executive with forty years experience in the
industry recently wrote: “The steel industry in West
Wales is heading for the worst catastrophe in its long
history. Unless steps are taken without delay the steel-
workers of West Wales face a period in which mass
unemployment and emigration will be inevitable. ...,
Margam and its subsidiery cold reduction plant will
employ about 5,000, as against the 35,000 in the out-
dated plants of West Wales. This eventually means the
scrap-heap or short-time employment for 30,000 of the
world’s finest steelworkers and for thousands indirectly
dependent upon the steel industry. Itisan ugly prospect.”

He calls for four new or remodelled steel-producing plants |

in areas * affected by the transfer of capacity to Margam.”
Where are the markets to be found ?
strikes the note that needs to be heard, “It is too often
suggested,” he says,  that Wales is too far removed from
existing consumer markets. But there is no valid reason
why such markets should not be established in the Principality.
On this account the blue print for West Wales should
provide for a sizeable car, lorry and tractor works, other
concerns for the production of cycles and motor-cyeles,
of farming implements, of railway carriages and loco-
motives at various West Wales centres,”” That is surely
the direction in which we should move. Our need, which
the new light industries have scarcely touched, is still for
the development of a wvariety of secondary industries
which shall make use of the materials Wales can supply,
and which shall eater not only for the export market but
also for home consumption.

The Government's promises of light industries have
been given great publicity, but even its supporters confess
that the actunl achievement has been bitterly dis-
appointing. According to Mr. H. Dawes, Controller for

ales of the Board of Trade, these factories were to
employ 152,760 workers, and in June, 1949, he claimed
that 559, of this total had been absorbed by the end of
1048. Reports from districts, however, reveal a static or
deteriorating position. Whatever the prospects may be

Here his advice @ :
It aholished the danger of larpe-scale unemployment in

i
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on paper,” many new factories are eclosin
capacity. One of the main fal:torsg
roduction is shortage of raw materials,
f es for disabled miners have
at all, and even if they were in full
mnh only the fringe of the great
g mocomiosis. In many of the new factori
majority of persons employed are w-:rnlen—i'-ﬂc;‘?fn E:f :J]::
Fwa thousan: workers on the Hirwaun Trading Estate far
example, But their outstanding characteristic is t’heu
;%hpt.a'l::ﬂ:t}'. Most of them are subsidiaries of English
: they are largely employed in producing luxury
s; and their products are designed chiefly for an
nstable foreign market. With the first onset of depression
| will be the first concerns in Britain to close down
e would indeed be deluding ourselves if we thought the:;;

or working
holding up
% , Few of the
cen in production
production they would
roblem of silicosis and

St

Wales. Paraded as conclusive evidene

ﬁ_mnt‘s fur-sighted eoncern for the wrlfs:eo:f t‘i-!}q’ilcasm:‘.{ilm-
ghi]] soon be emp)tlz' mockeries of a poliey which took ﬂ
f%all::t way out. The plain fact is that as a solution of the
We h economic problem they are a pathetic failure.

~ Welsh economy is thus & jerry-bui t

: ; 3y 5 a jerry-built struetu d
mpse in thf first storm. Yet in May, Mr, waﬁcgufg
re that “ we have no really serious problems apart
AMrom a few factories which still have to be E:t." If Welsh-
‘men allow themselves to be deceived by such blind or
formde:;iﬁk optimism, then the situation is indeed one

. Do we really realise how transient is the
boom ¥ Are we in truth aware of the probable cmsw:;
our economy of the adjustment to a world which is no
.fﬂngcr & paradise for the salesmien of Britain? Do we
believe honestly that the economy of Wales is sturd
.Iu;:ugh to withstand the shocks that are to mme:;
o4 we think that the coal, steel and tinplate industries
the quarries, th_e ports, the new light industries the
h;nm!iary mdustnln-s and the huge army of minor bureau-
ts—do we think these can be maintained in Wales
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under her present form of government, at the 1040 level
of employment ? If we do, we are indeed living in a fool's
paradise, and nothing will be done to prevent our drifting
complacently into a period which may he of unprecedented
unemployment and may encompass Wales in final ruin.

Precious months are slipping by without any effective
action being taken to build a stabfe Welsh economy. Nor
is anything effective likely to be done as long as Wales
is an integral part of England and is unable to act as
a community. It is vain to hope that the English
Government will formulate and pursue in Wales a truly
Welsh poliey, governed by the needs of the Welsh nation,
Would that Wales would wake up and realise that she
will go under because she does not count. She is but an
B of England, and an unimportant one at that.
When the Government thinks of “ the country " or “ the
nation® it thinks of England. The nceds that govern its
actions are English needs, not Welsh. And the erisis
which is now threatening the existence of Wales is in its

essence an English crisis from which a self-governing Wales |

would have escaped. The building up of a balanced
economy which would not be utterly at the mercy of
outside events would be possible in a self-governing
Wales, because of the advantage which her cconomic
resources give her. This advantage is lost to a Wiales
which is an undifferentiated part of England. In economic
policy Wales must be treated as a nationsl entity, which
requires at least a measure of self-povernment. The
minimum immediate requirement is a Welsh Parliament

with control over Welsh affairs. There can be no solution |

{o the Welsh problem which does not make this the first
desideratum. A Welsh Parlinment is not a luxury to be
won in some untroubled future ; it is Wales' most urgent
need to-day in her extremity. A Parliament for Wales is
now the condition, not only of mairtaining a reasonable
standard of living, but of national survival.

A brief consideration of the
United Kingdom finds itself wil
The advantage gained by its flying start

11.)ru.*«:lia':::n'm:'nt in which the
confirm this contention,
in the industrial
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eyolution has now been almost exhausted, Whereas it
g long been aceustomed to dictating its own terms of
ade, it now finds itself hard pressed by the competition
eountries in all parts of the world, These were once its
kets for goods which their feverish industrialisation
ing recent vears now enables them to produce for them-
ves and even to export, Their competition is not eonfined
markets hut extends to raw materials which were onece
sh monopolies. At this juncture Britain finds herself
tripped of her foreign investments, and her predominance
2 shipping and world banking supplanted. No longer the
kship of the world, she has to strain herself to expand
norts by 75%, over the 1038 level to maintain her
sition. Yet hers cannot be called a struggle for survival.
or effort is to maintain her standard of living, her
sulation, and, above all, her position as a Great Power.
Nothing increases the difficulty of these objectives for
ople dependent upon foreign food more than the
wing cost of food, which is unlikely to become less
or more plentiful in the le future, Since
50%, of British imports are of food, the vital
nee of this item cannot be over-estimated. The
st of food and other imported raw materials has been
casing more rapidly than have export prices, so that
‘an increase of 75% over the volume of 1938 ¢ is
mnot enough to recover even the 1038 standard of living.
In fact the mounting competition from other countries
Britain an ever-decreasing share of world trade, and
“as this competition is bound to intensify, especially from
. ica, Germany and Japan, nothing short of a miracle
“will enable Britain to hit the target of a 75%, increase.
i'_:'__f_ . her need is not to increase her exports indis-
eriminately, but to sell them to the countries which can
supply the raw materials she so urgently needs. It is
‘her failure to sell enough to the hard currency areas that is
‘the most dramatic aspect of her predicament. The most
startling symbol was the dollar deficit of £157,000,000 for
‘the second quarter of 1949,
 British competitive power is depressed by the rigidity
of her disirgporﬁmtel}r high production costs. A major
cause of this has been the failure to give the workers an
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effective incentive. The Government had expected much
from the nationalised industries and services, but the
buresucratic form of nationalisation ad has done
nothing to increase the sense of responsibility among the
workers concerned, because they bave in fact no greater
share of responsibility and ownership than they had under
the old order.

Without extraneous aid the British cconomy  would
gollapse, but there is no doubt that the U.S.A. will
gontinue to stand for some time seain between Hritsin
bankruptey, though, perhaps, sllowing her “to go
ough the wringer.”” But it would be foolish to expect
the British economy to be shored up indefinitely in this
way. Amcerica’s chief interest in ritain is, after ull, as
& base and bulwerk against Ruissia. If Ameriea and
Russin came to an understanding, American aid would
end a¢ abroptly as did Lend-lease at the end of the war,
‘when Britain was counting on its continuanee, Were it
tmot for the antagonism between U.S.A. and Russia,
‘British cconomy would have collapsed long before this.
“However terrible ils consequences, economie callapse
ould not mean the extinetion of the English nation :
jther nations, Grermany for example have passed through
h periods of economic breakdown and have survived.
e English language and tradition would continue, and
fr separate nationhood maintained, In Wales, where
generations of misgovernment have brought the nation to
the verge of destruction, the situation is different. Here,
would be desperate hardship, and perhaps worse, for
people ; but tgere might also be something that the
ple of England do not fear —the final disintegration of
nation.

But “the biggest item in national costs,” as The
Economist points out, “is the burden of taxation™
Taxation has now reached a point unprecedented in any
country, ahsorbing over 409, of the * national "’ income,
And out of a total State expendiure of £3,808,265,000 for
the current year, the National Debt (incurred to finance
past wars) takes £485.000,000 (plus £20,000,000 for
interest * met from receipts under various Acts authorising
such application) and the “ Defence” Servieces take
£750,068,000. Thus well over a third of this year's State
expenditure is for the wholly wasteful nndllmpmdu-::tivr
purpose of paying for past and future wars—and this
takes no account of the immense waste of productive
man-power and money in the civilian industries which
work to supply the armed forces, or of the disloeation of
the whole economic life of the island by the Government's
policy of conscription in peace-time. Nor is there under
the present order any p +t of relicf from Lhis burden of
taxation, since the Engﬁsﬂ Parties of the Right m:u:i the
Left are now militarist and imperislist. According to
a statement made by the Chancellor on January 15th,
1949, the people of Britain were then paying 169 per
head in taxation (£89 direct and £30 indircet), Assuming
that the people of Wales pay as much as those of England,
our two and a half millions are paying ‘£1m,quu,nm per
annum in taxation. An idea of the erushing weight of this
burden will be given by a comparison with thg Irish
figure, In 1946-7 the whole budget of I‘;:re. which has | fE
a population of three millions, was £58.9 millions, of which | WO
£45.2 millions were raised by taxation, (In 1985-6 it was |
£88,07 millions. The Finnish budget for the SAme year
was £14,85 millions, and the Estonian £3,95 millions).

Now is the time to construct s Welsh ceonomy that
ean withstand the ordeal that is to come. This is our
~ clear and i tive duty to our nation. He is not only

& poor Wcmn but a pitiable specimen of humanity,
t ch apathy or [E;ejudicc, neglects this duty at
this critical juncture in hi nation’s history. How does
1 mﬁmutwhmﬂgm for her existence 7 That is the
kind of action dema of Welshmen to-day if we are
not to fall below the level of history. Wales must have
Parliament around which Welshmen ean rally. She
d find that her import difficulties would be far less
than England's. Since she has twice the acreage of
dand, and more livestock, per head of the population
- than England has, and is consequently less dependent on

ign food supplies, she would not have the same
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difficulty in organising a self-supporting (not completely
self-sufficient) economy. Even to-day Wales is a sub.
stantial exporter of livestock products, particularly of
meat and milk, With the impetus given by nationa]
responsibility, these resources could be developed far
more fully, Just as the national spirit sent young Jews
into the desert lands of Palestine, which, through their
labours, they made like a garden, so, one can imagine,
it may send a new gencration in a self-governing Wales
out to develop fully our hill and marginal lands,

Furthermore, the Welsh economy has in all probability,
even now a credit trade balance. Despite the fuct that
statistics for Wales are withheld from us, we are on firm
ground in making this assumption when we consider the
extent of Welsh exports in coal, steel, tinplate, slate,
livestock, milk, apart from manufactured produets and
the value of the tourist industry. The significance of this
is obvious. The role of the export trade has been perverted
to-day under pressure of the fact that England imports so
much more food and raw materials than she can pay for
otherwise than by an unnatural expansion of b
This is essentially an English problem, and it is a com-
bination of the stark facts of this economic predicament
and their determination to remain a Great l?nwer, come
what may, that binds the English Parties to an “ export
or die" policy. Had Wales control over her own
economic policy she could avoid many of the worst
c uences of the English
into the vortex as part of England. In addition, since her
political policy as a small country would not require the
crippling taxation levied in England, which, as we have
seen, is & major cause of the present high costs, the prices
of her produets, if she had the power of the purse, would
be more competitive.

The
economics, which a Parliament for Wales would bring,
would be its effect on the morale of the Welsh people.
Fired with a new faith in the future of their ancient
nation, invigorated by their freedom to act at last as

redicament ; she is drawn |

greatest advantage of all, even in the field of |
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~ a people, and imbued with a determination to rebuild
their land on the firm foundation of nationality, the
people of Wales could save themselves by their exertions
 and help to save others by their example. They have the
. talent and the resources ; they need only the courage to
 rpenounce their ignoble status, and to follow the vision of
8 self-respecting Wales free to work out her destiny in the
 eommunity of nations.
| Welsh palriotism is a power which has not vet been
 harnessed for the purposes of government. When it
= becomes possible to do so, the fact that Wales is a small
- mation will be found to be her greatest advantage. Small
- pations have a sense of belonging together that huge
3 populations know only when threatened from the outside
" and this ean make possible a ber meamre of co-
fii tion and responsibility. Nor is this the only
~advantage which smallness gives over hugeness in rovern-
' ment. One of the reasons why Arthur Henderson was so
 strong an advocate of Welsh self-government was that,
~as he said, “ All the problems that embarrass statesmen
 challenge the imagination of reformers, are to be seen in
~ Wales reduced to manageable proportions.” Problems
- facing a small country are naturally smaller in nature and
~ numbers than those facing an imperial government, The
Government of a small nation can therefore concentrate
~ more effectively on its problems, and go into them in
~ greater detail. Whereas the Westminster Parliament can
~ give less than one day a year to Welsh problems, a Welsh
~ Parliament and Government would give their whole time
- to their solution. Moreover, sinee they would be in far
. closer touch with the people of Wales than a London
 Government can ever be, Welsh democracy would become
- more real,

These have heen the advantages which have given the
Seandinavian countries the reputation of being the best-
rmed countries in the world, In his book on “ The
maller Democracies,” Lord E. D. Simon inquires into the
reasons for the success of the smallest European demoe-
racies, and emphasises in his conclusion * the comparative
ease of managing a small population as against the difficult
world-wide problems of a country like Great Britain”
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The first reason he gives for their success is their small
size. In discussing Sweden he observes that * She has no
empire and her foreign policy is accordingly very simple,
(Hery small population is a great advantage in simplifving
the forms :-!‘ government. The heads of the government
ean be in personal touch with the leaders of different
sections in the national life in a way which is impossible
in England. .. The tasks of government do not compare
in scale, pace and complexity with those of Pritain. The
Prime Minister has plenty of time to think quietly over
his problems : he has only a fraction of the responsibilities
and the burdens of the British Prime Minister,”

Similarly, the Report, quoted in “ Can Wales Afford
Self-Government 7 of the Commerrial Secretary to the
English Legation at Copenhagen, on Denmark's ecanomic
position - immediately before the 1980-45 war, sayvs;
"M trade control can succeed al all, &t is likely to do so in
Denanark, The country is small, and ity activities can be
supervised af clare guarters. It is also in many respects an
ideal field for applied economic thought. It is practically
devoid of natural riches, and if it is to play any important
part in international commerce and industry (as it un-
questionably does), this can only be accomplished by the
exertion of thought, initiative and skill. The ground js
favourable for the further reason that education, and an
intelligent view of the value of method, permente the
citire population,” Fran: Borkenau’s conelusion in his
* Bocialismi, National and International,’” is the same.
“ The vnly Socialist and Labour Parties,” he says, * which
rose 1o the vecasion of the great ecomomic erisis and the
eoming of planned economy socialism  were  thos=
Seandinavia and New Zealand. They were countries wit
a strong trade union movement end were all small
eornivies, not Invdened with the major issues of international
politics™

Will Wales be able “ to rise to the oeccasion” of the
next great economic erisis T The answer depends upon
her possessing some al least of the power which these
small countries have. This is the challenge to the Welsh
people to-day. Their survival as a nation depends upon
their response,

IV.—WALES MUST BE FREE.

is no solution for the Welsh problem which does
E;[tminzcgin with the institution of a Welsh Parliament

ible to the people of Wales. Nothing less can
satisfy national self- and nothing less can heal the
economic ills which have multiplied so alarmingly under
present legislative conditions.

The English Parties have been at some pains recently te
avoid tl:::::g issue of se]i—guvﬂfﬁmut, wﬁ:m:t forfeiting
Welsh support, by including in their programmes measures
of a-.lnﬁmpsPt:rDu_iim devolution. The promise of a Secretary
of State for Wales, in particular, has proved its value to
some of them. If it satisfied the emotions of the Welsh,
there was much to commend it to a section of English-
political opinion, for it involved no transfer of respon-
sibility from London to Wales. But nobody genuinely
concerned with the Welsh problem could entertain it as
a solution for a moment, Its impact on the life of Wales
would be negligible. Were the oflice to be established
to-morrow, not one more Welshman would be found work
in Wales, not one more acre of marginal land would be
developed, and the prospects of our language and culture
would nowhere be improved. A new obstacle would have
been erected which might delay for many years the
advance of Wales in the direction that matters. There
may have been a time when the office would have justified
its existence by fostering the growth of a Welsh Civil
Service and in securing separate statistics for Wales, but
that time is past.

The appeal to the Scottish precedent, so often made in
this uufxﬂttim. is a most unfortunate one for the
supporters of the office. In Scotland it has been an
almost unmitigated failure, and is almost invariab

oken of in contemptucus terms by members of

rties. Of all the occupants of the office, the Right Hon.
Thomas Johnston was alone able to ose it to the manifest
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benefit of Scotland, and he could find no better words
Eeqnnbe_tl;e Secretary than “ a Poo Bah,” “a huttfenmkt‘?
six ministers rolled into one His conviction w;,,,
expressed thus in 1948 : “ For years past I have been
convinced that concurrently with the discussion of the
political forms it was essential that we should get economi,
esndrol.”” That is the central weakness of the office of the
State Ehecretatr?r; it is a II:IE:I‘I: * politieal form which
takes he nation no nearer democratic self-governmen
and which gives her no economic control. 3 :

In 1987, Mr. Attlee wrote an Introduction to a Socialist
I entitled “ Plan for Scotland,” which stated that

Judging by its effects upon the life, work and health of the
ordinary Scotsman, “this experiment in bureaucratic
devolution without democratic responsibility "' had been
& wretched failure. “ There are but two alternatives now,”
said the pamphlet, “either to sweep away the whole
unsuccessful machinery of the State Secretaryship and its
buresucracy, and to incorporste Scotland for the first
time in her his as an integral part of England—or to
give her real ratic responsibility for Scottish
affairs with a Parliament and Government in Edinburgh.”
This outright socialist condemnation of the Secretaryship
did not prevent Welsh Labour candidates including it in
their election programmes in 1945 as one of the things
that Wales would be given “at onece™ by a Lsabour
Government, but it helps one to understand why the
Government, ﬁrh.inh uld not afford to alienate Welsh
opinion by doing nothing for Wales, adopted the even
more pathetlc‘cxpadjtmy of an Advisory Council.

_ The one relieving feature in this episode of the estab-
lishment of the Welsh Advisory Council was that it
deceived no one into thinking that it was anything other
than s vote-catching expedient, This places it in the same
eategory as the Tories' “ watch-dog'* in the Cabinet.
The most powerful contention their sdvocates have been
able to advance in their favour is that “ they are better
than nothing,” which we take leave to doubt. From the
Well-htﬁfmt of view their mischief is incalculable, since
they the appetite for national freedom; no doubt
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that is part of their purpose, The Advisory Council came
existence early in 1048 to advise the Government on
the effect of its measures in Wales, though, if the M.P.'s
were doing their job, this function was already being
ed. The Council meets once & quarter in secret,
gare having been taken to exclude the press from its
‘deliberations ; an innocuous * hand-out' after the
meeting is to suffice for publicity. There is therefore no
‘danger of the Council giving & lead to Wales or in any
way rousing Welsh opinion, and no danger of the publie
knowing whether its representations have been accepted,
or, what is more likely, turned down by the Government.
No secretariat p res for the Council's deliberations,
~which thus have the light spontaneity of a debating
ppociety.
 Wales has had a number of advisory committees, each
one of which has added to the feeling of frustration in
the country without contributing much of value to the
practical solution of Welsh problems, which is of course
no reflection on their membership or upon the value of
their advice. The new one bears a striking resemblance
to the Natives' Representation Council which has just
been abolished in the Union of South Africa, and of
which General Smuts is reported to have said that it was
a failure * because it was merely advisory, and therefore
nothing but a debating society.” The institution of such
a Council in Wales, for a country which is at least as
~well able to govern itsell as its neighbour, is an affront to
- the Welsh nation which will not be quickly forgotten,
" Even the leading Socialist weekly,  The New Statcsman
~and Nation,” could find nothing better to say of it than
that “ This, surely, is trifling with the very real feeling
. among Welshmen that Wales should have a larger say in
 the democratic management of some, at least, of her own
M= [ m.‘.

- The Conservative Party, in its Welsh policy, proposes
- to add to this irresponsible Committee a Minister for
~ Wales who promises to be equally powerless, and who, if

be should ever appear on the political scene, would be the
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unhappiest of creatures, shuttled miserably from Depart.
ment to Department in his endeavour to act for Wales in
the unenviable role of “ contact man.'” Should this
proposal mature, which heaven forbid, the resulting union
would be the oddest constitutional freak in Britain, The
predicament of those who reject democratic self-govern
ment for Wales is hard indeed, when a major politica]
Party is forced to meditate such an alternative,

There is no substitute for a penuine measure of sell-
government {or Wales. Democratic self-government is not
possible without a national Parliament. That is the first
essential step, A Welsh Parliament, whatever its status,
will make a real improvement in the prospects of the
nation. The extent of the improvement will depend
largely upon the extent of the powers with which it is
endowed, the pature of the matters upon which it ean
legislate, and, in particular, the measure of its financial
responsibility.

Plaid Cymra, in the conviction that at this time of
desperate need in the history of our nation, Welshmen of
all political persuasions must be prepared to co-operate
in demanding that measure of self-government which can
be immediately obtained, will loyally take its part in
& united demand for a Parliament for Wales without
making conditions concerning its powers and
status, Although it may not be that the status of the
Parliament for Wales upon which common agreement can
now be found will fulfil the policy of Plaid Cymru, yet if
it is secured within the next five years, Welsh nationalists
will not be found wanting in co-operation.

This does not imply a change in the policy of the
movement. Tts policy is still the attainment of Common-
wealth status for Wales, and it would continue to fight
for it in a Welsh Parliament. But the firht would be
& demoeratic one, and would not be won until the people
of Wales had freely come to support its {"?'li » There are
sufficient reasons for believing that the Welsh nation will
not be content with a status which gives her less than full
freedom.
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- Freedom for Wales is the aim of Plaid Cyvmru., Free-
dom, not i ndence. In his address to the Party's first
pmer school, Mr. Saunders Lewis stated this prineiple,
omt which we have not We do not demand
pendence for Wales, he said, * not because it is
sractieable, but because it is not worth having. . .. ..
g o cruel and material thing, leading to violence amnd
ression and ideas that have been proved wrong. . ...
demand, therefore, not independence, but freedom.
pd the meaning of freedom in this matter is respon-
We who are Welsh people elaim thast we are
gesponsible for the civilisation and the wavs of social life
in our part of Furope.”

. It is heeause our objective is freedom, not independence,
that we aim at the status of u dominion within the
nmonwealth of Nations. Plaid Cymru has never stood
or absolute sovereignty ; its ambition is to see Wales
@ responsible member of the international community.
The British Commonwealth knows of no status but
minion or Commonwealth Status for its free member
ons. There are varying degrees of devolution for
nmunities still in tutelage, and of federalism for
vinces, but, while they would be an advance on Wales'
sent condition of incorporation in England, they do
| satisfy the legitimate aspirations or the needs of
& self-respecting nation.

. The status of Northern Treland is an example. Some
find it attractive as a possible status for Wales because
ihe final authority remains in London, and berause
 London has retained the power to legislate on matters of
Prin iple. For that reason it is not a status of freedom.

Certain powers have been devolved on the Six Counties’
MBovernment, but they still remain a part of England.
E"l!ﬁuri- are, of course, sufficient historical reasons for the
~¥ery limited autonomy which they enjoy, springing from
4 situation that does not obtain in Wales. The most
. 8evere restrictions are placed on Northern [Ireland’s
_financial autonomy. Since as much as three-quarters of
@ts income is vutside its control, and as it may not tax




44 PLAID CYMRU AND WALFEA,

income or profit, nor levy customs and excise, its contra}
over the State's social and economic circumstances is small,
Even in matters over which it has legislative power,
London has the right of veto. In practice, therefore, as
Dr, Mansbergh points out in his authoritative work on
Northern Treland, the Stormont Government's powers are
administrative. It is heavily subsidised from London, and
if only for that reason the English Government would not
wish to sec its status with regard to financial and economic
powers repenled in Wales,

In consequence of its devolutionary status, Northern
Ireland continues to send representatives to “eutmmster
This is & matter of great importanee for both sides in
considering what status Wales and Scotland should have.
In his " Framework of Home Rule,"” published in 1911,
when TIreland was debating the question of national
status, Erskine Childers noted three serious disadvantages
involved in sending representatives to the London
Government. Substituting Wales for Ireland, they are
(1) that it would be a bad thing for Wales to have to
find two groups of representatives when she herself stood
in so much need of her best men ; (2) more serous still,
it would tend to lessen the value of the measure of Welsh
home rule by keeping alive old quarrels and bad politieal
habits ;: (8) it would keep alive the habit of dependence
upon E:n.g]‘.nnd for financial help.

The disadvantages of deuble representation would not
all be on the Welsh side. One eannot imagine its being
welcomed in England, particularly if Seotland gains home
rule as well. The matter raises no serious difficulties when
Northern Ireland alone is concerned ; her thirteen M.P.'s
are unlikely to sway matters one way or the other in
Westminster : but, add to them the Welsh and Scottish

tives and one can see the possibility of their
combined wote being decisive, The situation would be
unjust to the English people. For whereas the Scots and
Welsh would have a voice in the control of English
affairs in virtue of their Westminster representation, the
English people would have no veice in Scottish and Welsh:
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out of this
- . When it was faced in the case Irelsnﬂ, an
gttempt was made to between * imperial "'
=rs that the Irish members could vote on, and
lish domestic matters upon which they should not
., but it was found impossible to maintain the dis-
Hin jon. Yet the principle of no taxation without
pepresentation must govern. To deny Wales repreaentatmn
‘in the London Parliament while retaining for it the right
o tax Wales is unthinkable. It may be found that the
; practical solution of the dilemma is to give Wales
jnnnml and economic sutonomy, so that it would be

pnnecessary for her to send members to the London
. i'hrlmmant.

| Another possible solution which has been canvassed in

gome quarters, without a clear definition of what is

intended, is federalism. Sometimes Northern Ireland is

- peferred to as if it were an example of federalism. That is,
of coursc, a misapprehension, for, as we have seen, the
Six Counties Government is a elear example of devolution.
t is of the essence of federalism that there are two
‘eo-ordinate governments, the central federal government
id the loeal provincial government, and that these two
governments in their several spheres are ind ndent of
each other and equal in status with each . Their
~ powers are different and are clearly defined, so that each
- ar exercise its power without interference from the other.
either is, therefore, subordinate to the other. As we
~ saw, the Stormont Government is wholly subordinate to
"London Government.

Federalism can be a most attractive form of rnment,
'ﬂthmshmldﬂerbenfedemhunuf 2, One
may hope to see Wales a constituent unit. But it has
pertain definite limitations which would appear to make
i an impracticable form for the countries of Britain.

| pnrticuin, it requires that the constituent units be
einlmmnmistmngth or at least that there
f ¢ no one or two units which are bi and
onger than a combination of the others. Were there

affeirs. It is extremely difficult to see a w
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such 4 giant ameng them its influence would be so pre-
ponderant upon the federal government that the
mdependent powers of the small States could not he
maintained. "It is essential” said John Stuart Mill -
“that there should not be any one State so much
more powerful than the others as to be capable of
vying in strength with many of them combined,
Ii there be such a one, and only one, it will insist
on being master of the joint deliberations : if there

be two, they will be irresistible when they agree.”

Amongst the countries of Britain there would be one
such State. KEngland is not only much bigger than
Secotland, Wales and Northern Ireland ; her population is
almost five times as great ag their combined populations,
Federalism in Germany was destroyed by the prepon-
derant power of Prussin, How much grester is the
inequality in Britain than in Germany, Nothing could
prevent England  continuing  “ master of the joint
deliberations.” As K. C. Wheare says in his * Federal
Governmesnt ™ :

“There must be some sort of reasonable balance
which will ensure that all the units ean maintain
their independence within the sphere allotted to
them, and that no one can dominste the others.
It must be the task of those who frame and work
a federal government to see that no unit shall be
too large, and, equally important, none too small.”

This essential condition is absent.

The limitations upon the freedom of a provineial unj
in a federal Statcwﬁlqnuthadimumdhcri;—innhﬂjtyun:;
take a place in the international community is an impor-
tant euTE:e of them—but rather the "difficulties of
applying federn] solution to Britain, The flexible,
unwritten constitution of land, which has for
centuries been the pride of the , would have to be
scrapped, and supremacy given to a new written consti-
tution. Since i is the constitution which defines the
fields of the provincial and the federal governments, this
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4s unavoidable. The written constitution is supreme ;
it must be followed to the letter, and heavy responsibility
Jies upon the Court of Appeal which has to interpret it.

- Even harder to bear in England would be the change
fnvolved in the position of Parliament and government..
Federalism requires a Parliament for each constituent unit
‘and a Federal Parliament in addition. In England, there-
. there would be two Parliaments and two Govern-
ents, one pair for English alfairs and the other for the
federation. Unlike Commonwealth statos for Wales,
whi vires no great change in the constitutional and
"i:iruﬂfe of England, federalism involves England as
lly us Wales in a8 major constitutional upheaval. Welsh
jederalists seem to assume lightheartedly that their
policy can somehow be accomplished more easily than the
apstitution of a Commonweslth Parlisment in Wales,
There appears to he little to justify this belief when one
considers the immensity of the task of persuading the
‘English people to abandon their traditional constitution
for something different, and to support on her soil two
Parliaments and two Governments, with all the duplication
cand confusion of burenuerney, representation and elections
swhich thet would involve,—the one Parliament for the
' British Federation, with a population of 49 millions, and
‘the olher for England herself, with a population of 40
‘millions, To persuade them to make this change is
certainly not a task to be undertaken by a Welsh Party.

. No doubt there is a case for federalism in Britain, but
‘the belief that it is in some sense “ more practical ** than
the policy of Plaid Cymru is groundless. Most of its
advantages could be gained, while avoiding its grave
 difficulties, by close eo-operation between the povernments
of the four eountries.

Federalism in Australia, which has not to contend with
‘the discrepancy in size of the units that obtains in
‘Britain, illustrates the difficulty of maintaining the
ﬁq.utnnumynft]m]iﬁ?mms. In Australia, as in the other
federal countries, heavy pressure is being brought to bear
‘upon the State Governments to reduce their powers, with
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gerious effect in some eases upon their economic life,
In consequence, Western Australia recently decided by
referendum to establish itself as a separate State, but it
has not vet succeeded in doing so. Behind this action
lay a long succession of legal cases in which the High
Court had interpreted the Constitution so favourably to
the Federal Government that one of the first conditions
of federalism,—the independence of the State legislature
in its sphere—was imperilled. The Western Australian
statement of its case declared :

“ The working of the Constitution as proved by
actual experience, together with the steady growth of
the policy of centralisation adopted by successive
Commonwealth Governments, has placed Western
Australia in that unenviable position that, if it
remains a party to the Federation it will ultimately
cease to exist,”

This tendency to whittle away States’ rights is par-
ticularly important in the field of taxation. In Australis,
both the States and the Federal Government had the
right under the Constitution to levy income tax. A series
of High Court decisions has by now, however, legalised
a system which in effect restricts the right to levy income
tax to the Federal Government. * The power to tax,”
said the great American Judge Marshall, “includes the
power to destroy,” and this is precisely what some
Australian States fear. " The Federal Parliament,” said
Sir John Quick in discussing this trend in Australia,
“ could impose taxation in any shape or form, direct or
indirect, to the monopoly of all resources of revenue,
and to the eventual destruction of the States."

The insecurity of the States under federal goVernment
where it is to-day practised is not reassuring to those who
would see the form applied to the more difficult cireum-
stances of Britain, Professor K. C. Wheare goes as far as
to say that to-day’s prospect is that federal government
will not survive for long anywhere if wars and economic
crises are to recur frequently, “It may be doubted, for
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example,” he says, “ whether the federal system in
Australia could survive another war or another economic
erisis.”

It may, therefore, be that those who are now loathe to
support Plaid Cymru’s policy of full freedom, will be
compelled to see that not only is this the only policy
which would give Welshmen full responsibility for eivilisa-
tion and social life in this part of Earope, but that it is
also the only policy of autonomy which will prove to be

racticuble for the nations of this island. High claims

ave been made for the British Commonwealth of Nations
as on instrument fashioned to reconeile national freedom
with true international community and common
endeavour. When so muny nations are being introduced
into this society of equals, Wales, too, a mother-country,
must surely find her place there, where she would be
once again a responsible member of international society,
No devolution of a few powers and no provineial status will
allow her to live her life and make her contribution, DBut
she eould realise her potentialities fully in this society of
free nations, which are * in no way subordinate one to the
other in any aspect of their demestic or external affajee,”
Hnring attained the status of freedom os a member of
this community, she would no longer be a stranger to
FEurope. For as a free nation Wales could claim her

lace in the Council of Europe and in many other political
and cultural international institutions,

V.—WORK TO BE DONE.

Tx these days of increasing centralisation in our country
there may be little danger of man's physical welfare being
forgotten, but we know from bitter experience how often
sight is lost of his spiritual welfare, The poelicy of Plaid
Cvmru is governed by a concern for the whole man, and by
a recognition of the fact that his needs are only very
partially salisfied by a sufliciency of matervial goods.
Its emphasis is upon a society organised for man
D
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as a person—the State exists for man, industry and
production are for man, langusge and culture are for
man—and in consequence it believes that society should
be ordered from the bottom upwards rather than from
the top downwards, That this is the natural order js
a fact we overlook in our pursuit of power and glory for
the State, as in the policy of  export or die.”” These are
an inversion of the natural order which lead not to
justice but to oppression, not to freedom but to total-
itarianism, not to peace but to war.

It is not propesed to discuss here the ability of Wales
to support herself as a free nation ; a convineing presenta-
tion of the facts will be found in “ Can Wales Afford
Self-Government ¥ ° by Drs. Noelle and D. J. Davies,
We still await a full statement of the economic ecase
against self-government. No one has yet attempted to
prove why it is that, whereas countries far poorer and
sometimes smaller than Wales can succeed so impressively,
Wales herself would be noteable for her failure to maintain
her people. The statistics available to support the dis-
cussion are meagre indeed, but the significance of the
Government's reluctance to publish separate statisties for
Wales has not escaped remark,

This chapter will sketch, under six headings, some of
the work to be done if Wales is to become a healthy and
self-dependent community.

A DALANCED ECONOMY,

No country can have suffered more than has Wales
from dependence upon a few extractive industries, and
we have scen how vulnerable she has been for this reason
to economie depression, The industry which she had was
almost wholly centred in a few comparatively small
industrial areas, and no determined effort has yet heen
made to ereate a healthier balance by developing indus-
tries in rural counties. In fact the Distribution of Industry
Act has intensified the concentration in the former
" depressed areas.” A well-governed country has a certain
balance between its provinces, fostered Ly a careful
location of industry, which Wales lacks.
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One of the main contributory reasons for this unbalance
has been the utterly fortuitous development of Welsh
transport facilities. Little attempt has ever been made to

adapt the railroads to the needs of Wales as an entity.

Built to provide ease of movement between Wales and

_ England, so they continue, In consequence, if 1 wish to

rom Llangador, in North Carmarthenshire, to Caer-
ﬂrﬁnn. I haﬁ E travel for over four hours to the
English city of Chester, and having reached there I am
farther from my destination than when I started. This
lack of unified development is to be perpetuated by the
Government's division of Wales, in its nationalisation of
and railways, into two areas, each part of an

English section, Thus the railroad system, which in
Wales is so full of slow, single-track lines, is a main
obstacle in the way of the balanced development of the
land. Its disadvantages could be overcome in part by
a well-developed road system, held together rh}' a great
eentral road running through the length of Wales, After

at first rejecting this essential scheme completely the

: it

nt has now relegated it to some unspecifie
mr:ntme. when it will take the form of an improvement
of existing roads rather than a new trunk road. A 'chpusnru‘l
miles of new trunk roads are scheduled to be built, but
ten of them only will be found in Wales, and not one of
those on the central road.

ition of balanced development is the

'&-_23;.:: rufc:l:ie‘lp power in the rural areas in the form
of electrification. The success of the great TVA in
America can be in large part attributed to the effort to
equip the rural areas with as good electrical facilities as
the towns. Her small size and the mum'ui}lpm?“r
which are available to her make this a practicable aim

for Wales.

from preater attention to location of industry,
Wﬁl;:rfmeds aghnttur balance between heavy, secondary
and light industries, and between industry and agriculture.
It has already been stressed that an ambitious dE‘FE!{}E-
ment of secondary industries is the country’s greatest
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industrial need. The Reconstruction Committee’s Re
spoke of * the vital role of electric power, the need for a new
conception of coal as a raw material—the natural wealth
upon which our power and chemieal industries must be
largely built.™ There is vast scope for development in
this direction. W. C. Devereux, coming to Wales as
a comparative stranger, said in his “ Post War Recon-
struction of Industry in South Wales ™ .

“One of the first impressions T formed was that
South Wales economy is based largely on a short-
sighted policy of getting coal out of the earth and
disposing of it as quickly as possible to other parts
of the country and across the sea to raise power
and provide a raw material for more enterprising
foreign industries. This is a policy of quick returns
but also of incredible short-sightedness, Coal is not
just a fuel to be won by sweat and blood from the
earth, then to be got rid of as scon as possible ;
it is the basic raw material and the source of power
for a great many industries. It is a source of electric
power, oil, synthetic rubber, plastics, and o thousand
and one valuable nhemiﬂnr products, and these
things should be produced where the eoal is mined—
here in South Wales—if the people are to benefit to
the extent which is their natux?right.

_ “These and the other considerable natural and
industrial resources provide the fabric upon which,
properly planned and boldly executed, industrial
development can, either by public or private
enterprise, weave a brilliant pattern of satisfving
employment and prosperity.”

Mr. Devercux procecds to diseuss the unrivalled value
of Welsh coal as a source of electricity, and the variety of
electro-metallurgical and  electro-chemical  industries
which its cheap production would make possible in
Wales, and gives particular attention to the possibilities
of producing aluminium and magnesium, In his section
on oil from eoal, he reminds us that it was the advanced

I
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development of the synthetie oil industry in Germany
that made possible its waging of a major war. The
products obtainable from coal are various ; he deseribes
them as :—

From onc ton of coal —

Smokeless Fuel 7.5 cwt.
Hutane and Propane 4.5 palls,
Motor Spirit 25.0 galls,
Diesel (il 20.5 galls.
Refined Tar Acids ... 8.0 palls,
Paraflin Wax 20 lhs.

Pitch 130 Ibs,

The tar acids are invaluable for the manufacture of
plastics and disinfectants, and liquified butane and
propane for producing calor gas. “ If all the coal were
used to the t advan " he savs, “then it is con-
sidered that the amount of coal available in South Wales
for oil synthesis would be in the neighbourhood of cight
million tons annually.”

Under the present system of government these develop-
ments are likely to remain a dream. While the burden of
taxation and other factors making for high production
costs remain, these products of coal cannot be produced
at a competitive price. The reality is closure of pits by
the N.C.B. One could add to them the great field still
awaiting development by Welsh initiative in the innumer-
able finished articles which can be made of the raw
materials : iron, steel, wool, timber, ete., that are
available in Wales. An important incidental advantage of
such development would be its contribution to the
elimination of the dread disease of silicosis from the Welsh
coalfields. The Government has yet to evelve a con-

structive plan, of which an essential requirement would
be alternative employment.

But the possibilities of industry in Wales must not
lead to neglect of the great potentialities  of Welsh
_agriculture, which must always be the foundation of
‘Welsh economic and cultural life. The way to ensure a
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healthy balanee between it and industry 1s, not to retard
industrial development, but to speed the vigorous develop-
ment of agriculture,

The development of Welsh agriculture is imperative for
reasons of social, economic and physical health. Tt has
uever been attempted with vision and steadfast purpose,
For generations Welsh agriculture has decayed, so that it
employs to-day less than 109 of our working population,
and still furms are being abandoned throughout the land.
Nevertheless Wales still produces considerably more
food per head of the population than does England.
The war and harsh economie eircumstances have com.
pelled government during the last ten vears to give it
greater encouragement, and its improved status and
eondition reflect the change of policy. But the change is
not radical ; far too little has been done, and in Wales,
particularly in the hill country, development has done no
more than touch the fringe of the possibilities, More
regearch must be direeted to the needs of Wales, but the
splendid work already done at Abervstwyth and else-
where still awaits implementation in practical paolicy.
We need a Government which, unlike our London
Government, will have its heart in the work.

Welsh agriculture ean never be properly developed
without a plan for Wales. Policy must be influenced by
the conditions that obtain in the country, and sincc
Welsh conditions differ in important matters from those
in England—in climate, nature of terrain and size of
farms—there should be a policy for Wales distinet from
that for England, or regions in England. Wales enjoys
a heavier rainfall than nmost of England, and this makes
possible a concentration upon growing grass, whose
possibilities as a crop are only now being realised, Grass
rather than cereals must be the basis of Welsh agriculture,
and we need an ambiticus plan to conserve the nutriment
in the ["]‘C:]J when harvested. This requires grass-drying
plants and other machinery suitable to the small size of
Welsh farms, and the organisation of greater co-operation
between them. Farms in Wales are usually family farms
which do not always benefit from policy designed for
bigg er units; yet it is of great social and agricultural
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| nee that the family farm should be preserved and
fostered, and also that they should be owned by their
| pecupiers.
' n effective policy must he adequately financed, and
' ;mil: give far rE:?t]t attention than has yet been given to
‘the amenities, such as roads, piped water, power a
light. It requires the unified developmient of the land
‘and water resources of Wales and her transport facilities
under a plan designed for Wales, and regarding her
" cconomy as a * seamless web.” Nothing illustrates the
" need of developing Wales as a unit more clearly than the
| constant collision between Welsh needs in these matters
" and central policy. The War Office, hydro-clectric schemes
" and the Forestry Commission have all run athwart the
* welfare of Wales. A plan for Wales, designed to produce
~ # healthy balance in Welsh economie life, 1s conspicuously
~ absent.
" Many are influenced in their opposition to the healthy
“and well-balanced development of Wales as an economic
_unit by the Nineteenth Century notion of “ division of
| labour " carried to an extreme between nation and nation.
. According to this idea, which still governs the thinking
" of many Welshmen on the position of their own country,
" Wales should specialise in that which she is best able to
 produce. Rigidly adhered to, ihis would mnﬂnclhcr to
' IE{:dpmduc‘linn of little more than coal, slate, milk and
meat. Were the sole end of existenes the production of
" the maximum wealth in the world with the minimum of
" labour, there would be a valid argument for the theory.
- But it would co | many nations besides Wales, and
not excluding England, to abandon most of their social
and economic aspirations. There are values in life with
which economics must be harmonised, and we cannot
" &llow the sacrifice of Wales to the supremacy of economic
- values,

: Circumstances have in fact mmpc{lad an advance from
' the backward condition te which this theory would con-
" demn Wales, but its influence is still found in the common
conténtion that the Welsh cconomy must be one with the
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English. This denial of the right of Wales to eontrol her
own cconomy rules out the possibility of a healthy
balance and condemns her forever to the unhappy position
of filling the interstices of the English economy. Those
Welshmen who urge this have sometimes been known ti
say that Wales hos an indisputable right to self-povernment
in “the things that pertain to her soul.” They are the
counterparts in politics of certain theorists, Lutheran and
others, in religion who would give man's body to the
State so long as the Church’s right to shepherd his soul
were coneeded, This tragic division of man in religion was
equivalent to the abdication of the Church from all
influence over pdlicies and events which intimately
affected the soul as well as the body, Our political
dualists would hand over the Welshman's body to the
English State so long as sclf-government for the sou|
were coneeded. This dichotomy is as impossible in politics
as it is in religion, and its practice in both must inevitably
have tragic consequences,

The Welsh nation must live and develop as one. This
requires economic as well as political self-government,
Wales can * never achieve full nationhood so long as she
is unable to offer to her citizens within her own borders
that wide variety of occupations which modern seience
has made possible.” The achievement of full nationhoad,
which is the aim of Plaid Cymru, eannct be attained
without the restoration of the freedom of Wales.

GREATER SELF-SUFFICIENCY.

Greater cconomic self-sufficiency for Wales— erhaps
self-support is a better word—is a corollary of the need
for a balanced economy. When it is advanced by
nationalists, some people leap to the canclusion that we
aim at a completely self-sufficient Wales cut off from all
contact with other nations. This, is, of course, a ridiculous
notion which would not be mentioned were it not so
common.  Complete self-sufficiency, like complete
sovercignty, is a chimera. Wales can and must be self-
suppoerting, but even modern scientific advance does not

PLAID CYMRU AND WALES. 57

enable her to be completely self-sufficient. The creation
of a well-balanced economy, however, and with it the
possibility of greater economic stability, depend upon
decreasing our dependence upon others.” That there are
many things which Wales can never produce for herself

- should not deter her from producing as many as she can.

If the importance of greater industrial self-sufficiency
is clear, its necessity in agriculture is still more obvious.
Not only has the cost of in ed food risen sharply,
but the amount available is decreasing. Lord Boyd Orr's

- warnings have driven home the fact that in a world

whose population is inereasing by a million a vear, and
whose soil fertility has in many countries been gravely
impaired by exhaustion and erosion, each country must
develop its own food potential wisely and fully. The
eountry which imports food that could be grown on its
own land p