On Weish Freedom

“The Historical Basis of Welsh Nationalism’™ : Editor, D.
Myrddin Lloyd. 7/6 (Also in Welsh, 7/6).

“Welsh Nationalist Aims” 6d.
“We learn from Tryweryn” 1]-.

“80 Questions and Answers on Plaid Cymru’”, 6d. (also
in Welsh, 6d.).

The above three by Gwynfor Evans.

“Which Way to Freedom', Gene Sharp, |/-.
“Introducing Welsh Nationalism’, H. W. J. Edwards, 6d.

“Qur Three Nations: Wales, England, Scotland™ (the case
for self-government) by G. Evans, John Banks. Dr.
Mclntyre, etc., 2/6.

“Wythnos yng Nghymru Fvdd”, Nofel gan Islwyn Ffowc
Ellis. 8/6.

“1925-55: Plaid Cymru”, J. E. Jones, 1/-.

Send for full List of Publications.

Also write for Form of Membership in
Plaid Cymru, to

PLAID CYMRU, 8, QUEEN ST., CARDIFF




TELEVISION
IN WALES

By GWYNFOR EVANS
and J. E. JONES

A suitable and adequate television service for
Wsles is an urgent necessity. Is it a practical
paossibility?

In this pamphlet Gwynior Evans argues that
there is no insuperable difficulty which prevents
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Technical and financial reasons are being
adduced to obstruct action. We have met their
like before.

J. E. Jones shows how clese is the parallel
with sound broadcasting a generation ago.

We cannot afford to allow specious reasons
to delay the establishment of an adequate Welsh
television service for ac long as they obstructed
a wirelese brezdcasting station for Wales.
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TELEVISION SCHEME FOR WALES

IMPERATIVE AND POSSIBLE

HE social importance of television is increasing in a

I score of countries, but it may be that in no country

does as much depend upon it as in Wales. Its

consequences here are so profound and far-reaching
that one of the important conditions of the continuance of the
country’s nationality and language is the provision of a Welsh
television service which shall be suitable and adequate to
Welsh needs. Admittedly costly, many have averred that it
is also technically impracticable.

If the retention of traditions which are beyond price is
conditional upon an adequate television service, then no sum
of money within the capacity of the country is too great a
price to pay for it.- But if such a service is for technical
reasons impossible, then we are no better for spending that
money. Is the problem in fact insoluble?

Technical difficulties have before this, as Mr. J. E. Jones
shows in his section of this pamphlet, been said to make a
separate Welsh broadcasting station an unreal dream. It
was the difficulties, not the dream, which melted away when
it became clear that Welsh opinion was unconvinced of
their finality, and this experience encourages the belief that
the technical obstacles now adduced will also te overcome
if we press sufficiently hard. There is no need to deny their
existence, but they need not be thought insuperable.

DANISH CONTRAST

Countries comparable with Wales have a television and
sound broadcasting service whose adequacy in the number of
hours broadcast contrasts strikingly with the Welsh service.
which even in sound broadcasting, including programmes in
the Welsh and English languages, music and schools service.
amounts to no more than 34 hours per day. Welsh BBC
television programmes cover about half that time per week.
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In Denmark (population 4} millions) broadcasting has for
a generation covered the whole day of 18 hours. There
were in 1956 five VHF stations in the country, which has
twice the area of Wales.

This year the television service has been extended to cover
the whole country with the sole exception of the Island of
Bornholm. Licence fees for sound broadcasting cost 20/-,
and for television 8/6. These finance the service, although the
total income is very considerably smaller than that collected
in Welsh licence fees.

The Government collected nearly £13 millions in
Wales during the last year in television and sound broad-
casting licence fees. The number of television licences taken
out is rapidly increasing, and soon the total sum collected
annually for sound and television licences is likely to exeed
£2.000,000.

SWITZERLAND SHOWS THE WAY

The “position in Switzerland (population 4 millions) shows
in a still more striking way how unnecessary and avoidable is
the grave injury done to Wales by her incorporation in the
English broadcasting and television system. For Switzerland
has national minorities which are far smaller than the Welsh-
speaking population of Wales: yet the Swiss Government
takes great care to treat each one with a justice that the
English government considers unnecessary in Wales.

Take for instance the Italian-speaking people of Switzer-
land, who are found in the canton of Ticino, of which Lugano
is the capital. Its population is less than that of Carmarthen-
shire or of Caernarvonshire. Yet in broadcasting it has its
own station, which has to overcome the difficulties of a very
mountainous terrain by expensive methods.

This station is, like the German-speaking and French-
speaking Swiss stations, under independent direction and its
programmes are independent. To its studios, as to the others,
a symphony orchestra is attached: it has, as have each of the
studios at Geneva, Lausanne, Berne, Zurich and Basle. its
own drama company: and like the others it has its own separate
news service. Each of the stations broadcasts for 15 hours a
day.

This is possible because they are supported by Govern-
ment. Wales has no government.

In television one would expect this kind of provision for
national minorities to be impossible. But the Government
view is that it is essential to do justice to each one. Accordingly
each one is furnished with its own television service. The
170,000 people of Italian-speaking Switzerland have their
own television programmes for 3! hours a day. broadcast
from their own station by their own transmitters, and soon
they will have enough low-powered transmitters to carry the
signal to every valley in the Italian-speaking Alps (which, we
should remember, as four times as high as Snowdon). Apart
from their own programmes, they are able to view those
televised from Northern Italy, which they have received for
the past eight years.

The Swiss example shows how inexcusable is the position
in Wales, where there is much more at stake. When will the
Welsh people realise that such ills are inevitable as long as
they lack a government which wills fullness of nationhood,
or even survival, for the Welsh nation ?

ISSUE IS—POLITICAL

No commercial concern is likely to entertain the idea of
providing an adequate service for Wales on a commercial
basis. and though a mixed system might be possible at a
distant date, it is not practicable now and so need not detain us.

Had Wales her own broadcasting corporation, not
only would her sound broadcasting service be more complete,
but her position in television, too, would be far less vulnerable.

The Welsh people are paying a heavy price in this field,
as in so many others, for their lack of self-government.

The way forward must lie with the B.B.C. At the moment
even this corporation is not in a position to take effective
action. Nor can the Welsh Broadcasting Council, which is
for some purposes the B.B.C. in Wales, do much about it,
since its function for engineering and the whole field of tele-
vision is but advisory.

The issue is a political one and the Government alone can
make an effective decision. When this is realised we begin to
take the measure of the problem.
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MATTER OF FINANCE

The main obstacle seems to be not technical but financial.
Everyone knows television to be a costly service which requires
a heavy capital outlay and a large annual income. The
greatest expenditure is the initial capital needed for the equip-
ment to carry a Welsh service (in the two languages) through-
out Wales.

The situation today is complicated by the fact that any
programme televised from Wales must, if it is to be received
by most of this small country, be transmitted by three high-
power transmitters at Wenvoe, Sutton Coldfield and Holme
Moss. Apart from serving Wales, these serve twenty-two
million people in England, who naturally resent having to
view many Welsh programmes.

The B.B.C. may not televise more than 50 hours a week, and
English viewers are not going to consent to the allocation of a
big proportion of these hours to Wales. As a consequence
the hours of Welsh television are so few as to be almost
negligible.

An adequate television service for Wales therefore requires
transmitters other than those now in use and operating on a
channel not yet in use.

“KINGDOM OF ARTHUR™ AGAIN

The one high-power transmitter on Welsh soil, at Wenvoe,
shares the disadvantage of the other two at Sutton Coldfield
and Holme Moss, that the viewers in its service area are
outside as well as inside Wales.

Though it is in Wales, it would probably have been more
convenient to place it the other side of the Bristol Channel.
Television politics influenced the decision to put it at Wenvoe,
for clearly the failure to provide any high or medium-power
transmitter for Wales would have left the system wide-open
to Welsh attack.

We have therefore a repetition of the early history of sound
broadcasting in Wales, and the mythical **Kingdom of Arthur”
has again been resurrected.

TWO TRANSMITTERS NEEDED

Wenvoe is far from being the best site for area coverage in
Wales. If the site had been chosen primarily for that purpose
the transmitter would probably have been placed thirty to
forty miles inland on the highest convenient ground.

It has a radius of something over 70 miles, as compared
with 120 miles for Holme Moss, which serves most of Anglesey
and Yorkshire. But Holme Moss is on a mountain 1,700 ft.
high, whereas Wenvoe is in the Vale of Glamorgan.

A high-power transmitter on the Brecon Beacons might
almost double the area served by Wenvoe, thus including the
areas of Wales now served by Sutton Coldfield and the large
areas in West and mid-Wales which have now no television
service at all. The mountainous nature of Wales will always
make reception in some parts difficult, but as the thickly
populated valleys of Glamorgan and Monmouthshire run
southwards, a survey would probably discover that a signal
from a Brecon Beacons’ transmitter would be clearly received
there.

To cover the whole of Wales, two high-power transmitters
would be required, one in the Brecon Beacons and the other
somewhere in Snowdonia. Their cost would be the main
burden, and would amount to £800.000 to £1,000,000 cach.
For difficult localities, translators, which are very low-powered
transmitters with a radius of 3—5 miles, and communal
aerials, might still be needed, but they would cost compara-
tively little. Further revenue charges would have to be met,
and as the running costs are notoriously heavy, they would
have to be adapted to Welsh resources.

Today, Wales has no high or medium-power transmitter for
her own use, whereas Scotland has high, medium and low-
powered transmitters at Kirk O’Shotts, Meldrum and Rose-
markie. Northern Ireland is thoroughly covered by a medium-
power transmitter at Divis and a low-power one at London-
derry. A smaller proportion of area and population are
covered in Wales than in England, Scotland or Northern
Ireland.

CHANNEL FOR WALES

There remains the difficulty of finding a separate channel for
Wales. The frequencies available are the subject of inter-
national agreement.






