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WALES - THE NEXT STEP

ECAUSE the lamentable consequences of the refusal by governments to plan develop-
Bment of Wales as an entity have forced themselves on everybody’s notice, the three
political parties have revised their Welsh policy. Each of them has been compelled,
not by the fact of Welsh nationhood so much as by economic circumstances, to recognise
the urgent need for an economic plan for Wales. The Government, however, has not made
amends for its dilatory acceptance of the need for developing Wales as a whole by speedy
action. Its tardiness in Wales makes a striking contrast to its vigour in the north-
east and the south-east of England. Having received innumerable reports from
advisory councils and committees, its response to the need for immediate action
is to call for yet more reports.

It was in February, 1963 that the Government accepted the necessity for a Welsh plan.
This preceded its decision on regional development in England’s north-east: but whereas a plan
for the development of the English region was inaugurated in December, 1963, the planners in
Wales, in June, 1964, have not even got as far as consulting the economics departments of the
University of Wales, which are rich with the expertise they require. Though the state of Wales
is far more dire than the north-east of England it counts for less politically, which explains the
total lack of a sense of urgency in Welsh affairs.

One of the very first actions of the great Tennessee Valley Authority was to secure
the help available in the universities of that large area, which is larger than England, Scotland
and Wales combined. Having committed itself to the most effective possible action the
achievement of this brain-child of the Roosevelt administration was magnificent. White-
hall is similarly, at long last, committed to planning the development of Wales, but English
langour has more in common with the manana mentality of some Latin Americans than with
the vigour of the United States. Resolute action transformed the situation in the Tennessee
Valley in remarkably few years; in Wales the Government dawdles while the land decays.

Not unnaturally, zealous servants of the present order wish to see no decay, and there-
fore do not see it. For them, Wales is a boom land and only a misanthrope would suggest
otherwise. An objective look at the facts, however, will at once dispel the illusion that
Wales is a booming country.

This country has thirteen counties. Of these, seven had a smaller population in 1961
than they had in 1861. They were :

1961 1861
51,705 Anglesey 54,609
38,310 Merioneth 38,963
44,164 Montgomery 66,919
18,471 Radnor 25,382
55,185 Brecon 61,627
53,648 Cardigan 72,245
94,124 Pembroke 96,273

Note that four of the seven are in southern Wales.



There are forty-eight administrative counties in England. Would there be equal
complacency in denying decay and mis-government if more than half of these, say twenty-six
of them, had a smaller population in 1961 than in 1861 ? Would this complacency be re-
inforced if thirty-four of the forty-eight English counties had a smaller population in 1963
than they had five years before, in 1958 ? In such circumstances, would prosperity in the
south-east and an area of the North justify hailing England as a boom country ? Yet, this
is precisely what the establishment and its hangers-on in Wales devote themselves to doing.
Ad nauseam, they cry that our country is booming.

Here, nine of our thirteen counties had a smaller population in 1963 than in 1958, and large
parts of the other four, including some of the industrial valleys, are slowly being denuded of in-
dustry. The equivalent number of English counties with declining populations would be thirty-
four ; in fact, there were two—Middlesex (0.49,), because of movement of people out of the cen-
tre of London, and the Isle of Wight (0.8%). Apart from these two, every one of the forty-eight
administrative counties of England experienced an increase in population, in many cases a very
substantial increase.

A comparison between nine Welsh and nine English counties shows where the boom
has been.

1957—1962

Decrease %, Increase %,
Radnorshire w37 Bedfordshire ... 18.0
Breconshire S = Buckinghamshire .. 173
Montgomeryshire o .. 28 Berkshire ... .o 17
Merionethshire ... .. L8 Rutland [N |
Carmarthenshire o 19 Hertfordshire ... 159
Caernarvonshire wo 13 Warwickshire oo 182
Anglesey ... .. Ll Peterborough (Soke) ... .. 13,0
Pembrokeshire ... o 07 Sussex . o 12
Cardiganshire s Ol Hampshire .. 134

The only four Welsh counties which enjoyed an increase in population during these
five years were Monmouthshire (4.8%), Denbighshire (2.89%), Flintshire (2.2%) and Glam-
organshire (1.19). It will be noted again that five of the seven counties in southern Wales
lost population.

Carmarthenshire is one of these. There the drop in population has not been pre-
vented by unusually varied resources, for within the borders of this county we find the whole
of the only anthracite coalfield in Britain, steel and tinplate industries, ports, scenic beauty
and a rich agricultural potential. Its experience shows that the problem is far from being one
of rural depopulation only, part of the drift to towns that is common to most of Europe.

The biggest town in the county is Lianelly, famous for its rugby, which had in 193] a
population of 38,400. This has dropped steadily, decade by decade, to 29,500, * and the
county planning officer calculates that it will continue to fall at a comparable rate during the

* This is the way in which Llanelly has declined :
1931—38,400 ; 1939—36,600 ; 195/—33,900 ; /1959—31,400 ; 1963—29,500



next decades. Nor has the difference of nine thousand been adsorbed by adjacent industrial
villages. The decrease is the result of the failure to develop the area’s great industrial
potential, which has forced young people to leave Wales to find work. This long-contin-
ued drain of youth, which afflicts every county without exception, is the worst of
all social evils in Wales. In comparison with its scale, the brain-drain from
England pales into insignificance.

If a comparison is made between 1961 and 1921, one sees that in those forty years the
population of England increased by 26.99,. The increase alone amounted to four times the
total population of Wales. Small countries in Europe enjoyed an even greater proportional
increase : Switzerland by 39.9%, * Denmark by 47.69, Holland by 69.19,. But the
population of Wales increased by only 1.89 in this same period.

This startling contrast between Wales and other countries whose natural resources
are so much poorer prompts the question why this should be. The answer is clear : they
enjoyed both good government and self-government whereas Wales had neither. Wales has the
sad distinction of being the worst governed of the ‘democratic’ countries of Europe in our
time. Responsible for a people exceptionally rich in culture and natural resources, the
government has created conditions, sometimes deliberately and sometimes through neglect,
which have cruelly impoverished both the nation’s spiritual and economic life.

The facts show that there has been no sudden deterioration, although the rate of
depopulation in some counties is accelerating. It is an old story. During the inter-war
years Wales was allowed to suffer more from poverty and unemployment than other
comparable European countries ; five hundred thousand of our people had to leave their
land to seek work elsewhere, mainly in England, leaving as many as 309, on the dole. No
Scandinavian country, for example, saw anything comparable with this. Wales has the
potential to be as civilised and prosperous as any one of these, but the normal condition of
life for her is misgovernment.

If Wales had had any authority during those years, through which she could act for
herself, the worst of the horror would have been avoided. As it was, she was entirely at
the mercy of ‘‘gentlemen sitting in London”, as Ernest Bevin called them in this context.
So too in the post-war years, an indigenous development authority could have made the
difference between growth and decay. Having other things,—more important to them,—
to think of, the English political parties would not tackle the Welsh problem,and prejudice
prevented their allowing the Welsh themselves to do the job.

So that a situation has been created in which both Government and Opposition agree
that to establish such conditions of development as industrial roads and efficient railways is
a sheer waste of money, because there are no people and industries to use them. The balance
of the £300,000,000 which the Welsh taxpayer paid into the Exchequer last year, they argue,
can best be used for his benefit in Aden or on Bluestreaks ; for everyone knows that if the
choice is between prosperity for Wales and ““dining at the high table” of power politics,
the Welshman will choose the latter.

*Rural Switzerland has lost people, but to fairly small cities like Berne and Zurich, not to Munich and Milan,
which are only 70 miles from the Swiss frontier.






