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1. Where it all began — the room where Plaid Cymru was formed at
Maes Gwyn, Y Maes, Pwllheli in August 1925. Six were present at the
meeting: Saunders Lewis and Fred Jones from the south, and Lewis
Valentine, Moses Gruffydd, H R Jones and David Edmund Williams, a
carpenter from Groeslon, Arfon.

Cotlhels. .

Puylnarn

Qo 5S¢4
1915

Fra ot o At V) sadoe %ﬁ\’(\""

2. A nation awakes: Wales’ first declaration of freedom since Owain
Glyndwr — minutes of the Nationalist party’s first-ever meeting in
Pwllheli on 5 August 1925.

3. Hugh Robert Jones, Deiniolen,
Arfon (1894-1930). A quarryman
and commercial traveller, his
determination led to the
formation of Plaid Genedlaethol
Cymru. H R Jones served as the
new party’s first general secretary
from 1925 until his untimely
death in 1930.
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4. John Saunders Lewis ( 1893-1985 ), father of twentieth-century
Welsh nationalism, was the dominant figure within Plaid Cymru for
the first two decades of its history: as Lieutenant J S Lewis in the
South Wales Borderers circa 1916 (left), and with Catrin and Jack
Daniel. Jack Daniel became party president in 1939.
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6. Machynlleth 1926, outside Owain Glyndwr’s Parliament House —
Plaid’s first Summer School.

7. ‘Egwyddorion
Cenedlaetholdeb’ — the
principles of nationalism —
the Nationalist Party’s first
pamphlet, published in 1926.

2

/]
i Plaid Genedlacthol Cymru.

Pumilledie Vigal Haf. Wachynlici

RHIF 1

B e W

EguJyddorion 5
Cenedlaetholdeb

SAUNDERS LEWIS.
AUERTAWE
T ——_——

THE SUMMER SCHOOL

The annual summer school occupied a key role in the activities of
Plaid Cymru for its first fifty years. The Ysgol Haf was typically a
mixture of lectures and social activity, together with a morning
and afternoon session as a party conference.

The schools were important in providing a focus for amembership
which in the earlier years of the party was ‘non political’ and not
involved in local activity. “Such was their dominance of the
Nationalist Party calendar that they may be taken to reflect the true
nature of the party during the inter-war period”, concludes
historian Hywel Davies.

The traditional summer school was generally held in the week-
end preceding the National Eisteddfod, usually in a not too distant
locality.

The last combined summer school and conference was held in
Dolgellauin 1967,and the summer school declined asan attraction
from that point in time. A proposal to abandon the event owing to
lack of time after the 1970 general election was however rejected
by the national executive at the insistence of Miss Cassie Davies.

After an interval of some years, the party relaunched their summer

school at Ferryside, near Carmarthen in May 1990.
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PENYBERTH

The Penyberth operation was remarkable for its secrecy and
meticulous planning, which bore all the hallmarks of the
organisational skills of party general secretary ] E Jones.

The identity of those immediately involved apart from the three
defendants was kept confidential for many years. The party’s
leaders took considerable pains to distance J E Jones from direct
involvement: they could not afford to have their organiser behind
bars at a critical time in the party’s history.

It is now known that as well as the defendants a group of four
people were immediately responsible for the events of 8 September
1936 — J E Jones, Welsh Nationalist editor Robin Richards, Victor
Hampson Jones and O M Roberts, later chairman of Gwynedd
county council.

Following release from Wormwood Scrubs, Saunders Lewis was
dismissed from his post as a lecturer in Welsh at University
College, Swansea, and remained an outcast from ‘respectable’
academic circlesuntil the 1950s. The other defendants were more
fortunate — Lewis Valentine remained a Baptist minister and D J
Williams kept his teaching post in Fishguard, Pembrokeshire.

There are many anecdotes about the nine months in Wormwood
Scrubs. The three Welsh prisoners chose to attend a French
learners’ class in order to be able to meet. The ruse was soon
discovered — because of Saunders Lewis’ fluent French — but the
three were allowed to continue with their lessons.

The burning of the bombing schools and the vindictive conduct
of Lewis’ employers had a profound effect on Welsh-language
literature. From now on, it would be difficult to find a writer of
substance in Welsh who was not a nationalist; and no major poet
would rejoice in Wales’ links with England or its shrinking Empire.

10

10. Saunders Lewis writing his address to the jury in Caernarfon
Crown Court — a photograph taken by Dr Gwent Jones in October
1936: “And I claim that, if the moral law counts for anything, the
people who ought to be in this dock are the people responsible for
the destruction of Penyberth”.
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14. South Wales organiser Wynne Samuel (back row, left) with senior
party officials during the 1950 summer school in Newport, Gwent.
Wynne Samuel joined the staff of Plaid Cymru in 1940 and later
became one of the few Plaid Cymru councillors in the late forties
when he won a seat on Pontardawe urban district council. An expert
on local government and a qualified barrister with a doctorate in law,
he was one of Plaid Cymru’s leading orators, and helped found the

Association of Welsh Community Councils. With him in the back row:

J Gwyn Griffiths, D ] Williams and Dan Thomas. Front row: ] E Jones,
Gwynfor Evans and O M Roberts (later chairman of Gwynedd county
council, and one of the team involved in the burning of the Penyberth
bombing school).
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17. Two cartoons by Meirion Roberts, Old Colwyn, sum up London
government’s handling of Wales — exploitation by London party
politicians, Alec Douglas-Home, George Brown and Harold Wilson
(top), and how to make them sit up — starring Harold Macmillan and
Hugh Gaitskell (below).

TRYWERYN

18. The fight for Tryweryn — Gwynfor Evans in action at the opening
of the Llyn Celyn reservoir, October 1965.
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20. Rally in the rain — in Llanuwchllyn, during the Tryweryn

campaign. In the picture is Tom Jones (left), later a leading member

of Gwynedd county council.

21. Jennie Eirian Davies.

955 — Chris Rees is welcomed after his release from Swansea

prison by general secretary J E Jones and Gwynfor Evans.

19. 1
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29. The Carmarthen by-election proved an inspiration for
Welsh culture as well as the country’s political life. It marked
the beginning of a more positive attitude towards the Welsh
language and greater confidence in the concept of Wales as a
nation.

The event was celebrated by Harri Webb (left), a leading
Anglo-Welsh poet, in his ‘Ballad for the Fourteenth of July’,
recited at the Maesteg summer school the following month by
Eisteddfod-winner Eurig Wyn and
published in the September 1966
issue of Welsh Nation.

In July 1986 Plaid Cymru
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary
of the Penyberth incident and the
twentieth anniversary of the
Carmarthen by-election in twin
rallies at Pwllheli and
Carmarthen (below).

A ballad of

the fourteenth

of July

When Gwynfor got in for Carmarthen,
Old Merlin was roused by our roar,
And we sang the National Anthem

As it’s never been sung before.

In the Square before the Guildhall
We gathered two thousand strong,
And as far as Abergwili

They could hear the triumphal song.

And around us were the thousands

Of patriots near and far

Who had played their part in the battle
When Gwynfor got in for Shir Gar.

The Lord Rhys rode with Rebecca,
And Princess Gwenllian came

At the head of a host of heroes
Long fallen without a name.

There was singing in Pantycelyn,

And a prayer at Blaenycoed,

For we'd learnt from Llanddowror the lesson
That freedom can’t be destroyed.

Tryweryn flowed into the Tywi,
And Clywedog flood came down
To burst the dams of betrayal
That night in Carmarthen town.

And the snarling ranks of treason
Slunk away with many a curse

In the dawn of right and reason

As they clambered aboard their hearse,

When Gwynfor got in for Carmarthen
The summer night was sweet,
The breeze blew in from the hayfields
And the people danced in the street.
Harri Webb

(Gwyrfab)
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). Plaid’s Westminster trio — the three MPs, Dafydd Wigley
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32. (opposite) Plaid Cymru candidates, agents and organisers meet in
Llandrindod to prepare for the 1979 general election: Front row, from
left: Eric Roberts, Gruffydd ab Gwent, Eifion Thomas, Sidin Meredudd,
Dafydd Elis Thomas, Phil Williams, Gwynfor Evans, Eurfyl ap Gwilym,
Dafydd Wigley, Michael Jones, Ron Dawe. Second row: Richard
Fattorini, Heini Gruffydd, Aubrey Thomas, Viv John, Owen John
Thomas, Emyr Price, Hywel Roberts, Phil Richards, Glyn James, Bill
Hyde, John L Williams, Phil Davies, John Rogers, Jim Rees, John
Dixon, Ray Kane, Huw Phillips. Third row: Dafydd Williams, Gwyn
Jones, Enid Mummery, Gwerfyl Arthur, Dafydd Huws, Vaughan
Roderick, John Arwyn, Maldwyn Lewis, Frank Evans.

Back row: Elfed Roberts, Don Morgan, Huw Roberts, Syd Morgan,
Chris Franks, Aled Gwyn, Malcolm Parker, Peter Hughes Griffiths,
Eurig Wyn.
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33. A stake in the future of Wales — copy of the shares issued by Plaid
Cymru in the successful drive to buy new headquarters in Cathedral
Road, Cardiff.
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35. Plaid’s emblem, the Triban, in the thirties, sixties and nineties.
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(opposite ), outside Westminster — the banner referred to the broken

promise made in the Queen’s Speech to Parliament — and after the
Merriman, with Glyn James, Dafydd Elis Thomas, Dafydd Wigley and

big rally in Cardiff's Sophia Pavilion (Gwynfor Evans talks to Ted
Dafydd Williams ).

36. Campaign for the Welsh TV channel: demonstrations in Wales
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37. Tuesday 2 November 1982 — and victory. In his Llangadog home,

Gwynfor Evans tunes in to the first day’s broadcasting by Sianel
Pedwar Cymru, the television channel he won for Wales and the

Welsh language.
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